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FIGHTING TALK! '! 


MKHracUt anti-fur 1st organisations, the Antl-Recitt- 
Alliance, and the Aatl-Nafi-League. 

In November 1990, at a public meeting in Whitechapel 
an Anti-Faaciat-Action spokesperson announced that AFA 
was •setting It’s own agenda.* It wu predicted then that 
•AFA would be the catalyst for real change. We must 
through our activities force people to ask themselves which 
side they are on. Over the last decade the issue of race 
attacks has effectively been ignored by both the media 
and the left. It is AFA's job to highlight the hidden 
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maatlaa la Rochdale to laeacb town, they declared thst the 

their ^dectioa campal|n is the day was . tremendous success. 

campatg <mJ , hal after § |hort ra Uy, 

w everyone could go home, safe 

M.RchMt.r ap* to.nl .1 thi. I. tb. ig**™"** 
meeting only 5 days before the »•» • Neal-Free Zone . 

3ST *“ " ““ »b« APA pototob «... 

pI,ca * there was a vary strong 

ffe Immediately rale seed this likelihood of the 
information to other aatl- returning to the area within 

racist groups la the North the neat hour, they argued 

■ut. and oo the day itsaU that there would be oo point 

l^hdata t“ a centre was in confronting the fascists as 
taken over bv nearly 5W aatl* It would undermine the day s 
* achievements! The decision by 

■ ■scuts. th#m t0 withdraw at this 

Manchester AFA along with crucial point In the day was 
other groups from AFA's criminally Irresponsible. In 
Northern Network took over their haste to leave, they even 
the Brunswick pub. where the left behind a number of their 
BNF had Intended to hold their own members.1 
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Screwdriver material. attacked. The hunters became 

.. 1 _. Mlaar that many the hunted! 


Therefore our first task i 
is not to unite people, but < 
to divide them not on racial 
llnei between black and 
white or between left and 
right, but between Fascist 
•nd Antl-Faaclst, militant 
and moderate, the passive 
and the active.... 

We must attempt to polarise 
the whole of the working 
class, Aslan, Black and 
White on the central issues 
of race, class, Justice and 
equality. To first Identify 
and then isolate the Fascists 
and their fellow travellers 
we must divide and sub¬ 
divide again until only two 
visible political camps are 
left, one racist/fascist and 
the other anti-racist, anti¬ 
fascist... 

AFA’s public challenge to 
the BNP/NF on the streets 
of Tower Hamlets, with 
the promise of violent con¬ 
frontation first drew the 
attention of the local and 
national press to the question 
of race attacks. 

The Unity Carnival in the 
East End In September in 
1991 attracted the supurt 
of ten thousand people. 
While some on the left 


anticipated *a blood bath,*] 
due to AFA security there 

was not a single arrest. 

The twelve month strategy 
culminated in a national 
march on Remrmberance 
Day 1991, through the trad¬ 
itional Fascist heartland 
of Bethnal Green, approsi- 
mately four thousand people 
took part. 

Like moths to the flame 

the entire left, who In the 
vast majority of cases were 

predicting only weeks previ¬ 
ously "that the Fascists 


forced into a transparent Icy 
opportunistic review. Workers 
against Racism, long dormant 
immediately stepped up 
It’s activity. Militant also 
jumped on the train as it 
was leaving the station 
launching the Youth against 
Racism and Fascism; crowding 
into the centre carriages 
already full to bursting, 
with the other contenders 
for the title of the moderate 
wing of the Antl-Faaclst 
Anti-Racist movement. 

The impact of AFA’S strategy 
on both left and right is 

(continued on back page) 



Mast, aad oa the day Itself 
locbdate tows centre was 
takea over by aearly S9Q aati- 


Msocbester AFA along with 
other groups from AFA's 
Northern Network took over 
the Brunswick pub, where the 
BNP had Intended to hold their 
meeting. The landlord of the 
Brunswick denied that he was 
sympathetic to the fascists, 
despite the fact that one of 
the bar staff was sporting a 
Celtic cross, and the Juke bo* 
contained two full albums of 
Screwdriver material! 

It became clear that many 
BNP members still eipected 
the meeting to be held In the 
Brunswick si severs! attempted 
to gain entrance Into the pub. 
However, as they neared the 
pub, they were approached by 
several SWP/ANL member* 
who, under the watchful eyes 
of Oreater Manchester Police, 
warned the Nails not to enter 
the pub where AFA was 
waiting for them. 
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One bonehead engaged in 
headlong retreat attempted to 
find refuge In a tail office. 
The owner, an asian, promptly 
kicked the door shut in his 
face! 

Later, the Brunswick pub was 
attacked when It was learnt 
that the Natis were attempting 
to re-group there. Again the 
I Nasi* only managed to take 
second prise (with the pub 
taking third!). This mast have 
shakes Rochdale BNP to the 
oore. Not oaly was their 
maallai ceaceUad. bat they 
ware chased off the streets of 
their owe town and attacked 
la their owa pub. 

While we are under no Illusions 
about the temporary nature of 
this victory, it Is a significant 
opening in the battle leading 
up to the general election. 

No clearer political distinction 
could be drawn - not least by 
the fascists themselves - 
between those like the 
SNP/ANL, who proclaim a 
•Nail-Free Zone' as a political 
posture and the attitude of the 
militants of AFA. who accept 
that It is s part of their brief 
to turn the slogan Into reality. 



IfteTtbe rout, plans for Tyndall (standing behind 
well-dressed minder) to Hand In F.dtnburgh_heyc_ 


GLASGOW AFA 

BNP! 

__ , .... members arriving for the 
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Scotland routed by aa Aatl- A# w# walkgd back towards 
Fascist oouater demonstration. th# co#Bter .g e mo at the pub. 

a group of boneheads were 
Nlth lass than 24 hours notice | ntarogpt *d al they were 
and acting oo Information | aiT j„g the area. The panel 
received by AFA, more than hammer was again In 

ISO people were mobilised. The tcUon! „ they walked up an 
anti-fascists demonstrated a n a « way ; n uniform, sporting 
outside the Gallery Bar where t)a( j |(es an ^ swastika armbands, 
BNP fuhrer John Tyndall. fouf of th „ iklni were set 
Scottish organiser Steve # chrlstms* shoppers 
Cartwright, midland man John w# j ted patiently at either end 
Peacock, and north west 0 j a |iey whilst the 

England organiser Ken con f ron tatlon took place. As 
Henderson were already holed tha fascists left the scene 
up with about 20 BNP -||h blood drlppln g from nasty 
members and security awaiting j ooklnB head wounds, one of 
the arrival of the rest of the tha|n> lcr eamlng In terror. 
Scottish contingent. They n ke a ca t from a 'dead' 


- leapt like a cat from a 'dead' 

didn't get there! position over a 12 foot fence 

- ^ wu and Into oncomlyLtrafflc! 

la the aad, Tyndall aed bis 

followers bad to be evacuated ^ *1 

through a tuaael which ruas \ / 

under the pub aad the eearby ) \ 

caatral statloe. Quite fltUag 4 ,*»»<»fjfiS?*'™ * \ 

that they should scuttle off I >» ) 

like rati down sewarsl \ mggtgj \ 

As the sntl-fatcists got to the / / 

pub initially. Tyndall and his / •*»• * '** | 

minders were still In the \ 

doorway. As they beat a hi a 

retreat one well dressed BNP of , aaclitl were 

security invited to' come ahead' but 

back round the door only to ^ „ quickly 

have a pane! beater s hammer ^ opposite 

smashed In his face. direction. Tnose anti-fascists 

Two bonehead, in the pub, in 

a state of panic, attempted to at the beginning of Marc . 
escape, and were Immediately . . 

“ t by th. «,«,«. T. .« F« »F*. » *" «■• “? * • 
insult to Injury, they were also had provided 

arrested by the police who had ecU^ We p NUS 

by "°* fS block.d'of* s.."hl.gh« speaking 

numbers and had blocked off ^ ^ ^ pto , l<tod 

the busy , toward, for the Scottish Anti- 

Seven anti-fascists were RacJ|( demo on Saturday, 30 

■f«**® d * November. 

A, AFA «nd MHltMt members ^ ApA |paak#r „ |ha 2f0 po 
kept the BNP In the pub and aaI amongst the 
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anti-fascists chased BNP _ 
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It tb. b.fttnnln, ot th. r«.r < 
Red action was approached by 
i BBC Journalist, Msry Carson 
to appear on the Radio 5 
programme, 'ACROSS THE 
LINE' to go out In late 
February. The following Is a 
transcript of the taped 
interview: 

BBC: Could you esplaln how 
Red Action came about? 

RA: Red Action was formed in 
the early eighties when * 
number of people were 
expelled from the Socialist 
Workers Party for what was 
called •squadism", or In other 
words organising counter gangs 
to confront the National Front 
on the streets. Nhlle there 


came about to accomodate 
working class people within the 
spectrum of the far left. 

BBC: How do you Implement 
your politics on the streets? 
Do you infiltrate fascist 
marches etc? 

RA: Yes we have a clear 
policy of no platform for 
fascists. Ne don't see why, an 
organisation which would seek 
to deny free speech to others 
, should be allowed free speech 
t for themselves. 

! BBC: Is that not Inconsistent 
, with being an anti-fascist by 
! sinking to their level of 
‘ terrrorlsm? 


differences, there wer * . lt app#d^beck ’ from physical 

differences. So Red Action (contifHied Oil back page) 
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TROTSKY’S> 

VERDICT °THE I 

ANTINA ZILEACUE 


■Ml bo created.' 1 Thlt 
approach It elaborated: 

"A ttrlka It inconceivable 
without propaganda and 
without agitation. It la alto 
Inconceivable without pickets 
who.-use pertuaaloe. but when 
obliged, ute force. The ttrlka 
It the moat elementary form 
of tha clan itreggle which 
alwayt combine*, la varying 
proportion!, "ideological 

metbodi with pbyaical 
methoda~.B e who think* of 

■eat renounce all struggle^. 

IRA's amphaait)' 


After yeart of denying that 
the faiclttt ware a tlsnlfleant 
threat, the SWP hat turprited 
everyone, etpaclally Itt own 
member*, by re-launching tha 
ANL Only a few month* ago, 
tne 8WP paper wat ditmltalng 
the (atciitt at "Itolated 
fanatic*", not worthy of tha 
attention of the proletarian 
vanguard. Tne ANL Mark 2 
pretumably ilgnalt a re-think. 
The fatclttt are to be teen at 
a dgniflcant threat after all - 
at Red Action hat long 
Imittad. In a pretumably not 
unralated development, Militant 
have launched, - wait for It * 
'Youth Againat Racism and 
Fascism'. Thlt too, along with 
ADA and the ANL itandi for, 
"a unified campaign agalntt 
raclam and fatcltm”. Militant 
•peak of the neceulty of 
"united action to confront 
raclam - not in-flghtlng." So 
what could be more natural to 
form their own front 
organisation rather than join 
with the already proven non- 
tectartan, democratic and 
effective programme of Anti- 
Fascist Action? 

There are two principal 
component* that distinguish 
APA'a strategy agalntt the 
fatclttt from that of other 
left groups. The first It the 
putting Into practice of the 
slogan "No Platform for 
Fascists". The tocond It the 
insistence that the fascists 
repraaeat a qualitatively 
diffaraat threat compared to 
the bourgeois parties aad their 
state structures. Not all form* 
of capitalist reaction are 
identical la the danger they 
represent to the working clast. 
One consistent thread uniting 
the theories of the principal 
players on the left, the SWP, 
Militant and the RCP (and 
their front organisation, 
Workers Agalntt Racism), Is 
their claim that socialists 
should concentrate their 
energies on fighting the racist 
'system' and Itt Tory 
representatives. This la tha 
argument that state-sponsored 
racism It the key threat to 
ethnic minorities and that the 
bourgeois state Itself 
(particularly in the control of 
a Tory administration) It the 
instrument of fascist or semi- 
fascist racial policies. As 
riddle Provost of the SWP 
claims: 

"What Red Action fails to 
comprehend Is that the 
eiistence of fascists It 
endemic to the capitalist 
system Itself." 


It It tempting to say that an 
organisation such a* the RCP, 
because it hat no positive bate 
in the working class, it 
unwilling or unable to relate 
even negatively to reactionary 
element* within the class that 
the fascists in Britain today 
certainly contain. The last 
thing these lifestyle Marxists 
want Is to have any contact 
with working clast people and 
their unsavoury habits. They 
therefore Identify the 
uncongenial tactic of physical 
confrontation with losing sight 
of the fact that fascism I* the 
product of capitalism etc. But 
as Trotsky points out, If thlt 
reasoning is sound, 

"This meant we have to 
renounce the whole struggle, 
for all contemporary evils are 
'products of tha capitalist 
system'" 

For example, it might just at 
well be argued that going on 
ttrlka for a wage rise Is to 
lose tight of the fact that tha 
'entire system* hat to be 
abolished. It Is a recipe (or an 
excuse) for inaction. How It 
tha system aver to be 
attacked if the 'entire system' 
hat to come under attack at 


once? Trotsky observes that: 
"The fascists in different 
countries began with their 

revolvers and ended by 

destroying the whole 'system' 
of workers' organisations. How 
else to check the armed 

offensive of the enemy if not 
by armed defence in* order, In 
our turn, to go over to the 
offensive?" 

This analysis recalls the 
Stalinist position of the 
Thirties according to which 
fascism and bourgeois 
democracy are "twins" and 
consequently should be equally 
opposed. Like other ultra-left 
positions, It appears to 
represent the pitch of 
revolutionary commitment. 

la practice it la a cop-out. At 

Trotsky said, "It It a policy 
Invented to paralyse the 
working class". It Is a method 
of screening reformist politics, 
abstract propaganda work (for 
example ths ANL's new slogan 
'Nevsr Again') and the politics 
of 'protests' and 'demands' 
with revolutionary sounding 
rhetoric. The rhetoric It 
ramlliar to all of us. How 
many articles and leaflets have 
told us that the fascists must 
be "crushed", "smashed" or 
"destroyed" when everyone 
knows, the fascists best of all, 
that the organisations that 
deliver such ringing phrases 
are being chased off their 
paper sales, laaflettings, 
meetings and confaraacet 

every weekl The slogan, "The 
Tories are the rsal enemy" 
meant In effect, "Leave the 
fascists alone" (and hope they 
leave you alooel) 

Even worse then this, It meant 
relying on the stats to contain 
the fascists at did reformists 
In both Italy and Germany 
during the rite of Mussolini 
and Hitler. It meant relying on 
police lines to protect you 
from fssclst thugs when you 
chant, "police protect the 
fascists". It meant calling the 
police to remove fascists when 
they disrupt your paper sale. It 
means, as at Bermondsey, 
relying on the riot police to 
batter a path for you from an 
estate that would otherwise 
tear your heads off, as you 
chant, "Who are the fatclttt? 
The police are the fascists"! 

But fascism la not identical 
with bourgeois democracy. Nor 
It It just a case, as has 

already happened la France 
and It now happening here, 
that fascism provides the 
Impetus and pretext to drive 
the bourgeois state to 

Increasingly reactionary 

postures. It Is primarily, at 

Trotsky put It, a "battering 
ram", and "a rator In the 
hands of the class enemy", the 
bourgeoisie, when democracy 
falls in timet of crisis: 

"The historic function of 

fascism it to smash the 

working clast, destroy itt 
organisations. and stifle 
political liberties when the 
capitalists find themselves 
unable to govern and dominate 
with the help of democratic 
machinery." 

Trotsky explains: 

"To struggle, It It necessary to 
conserve and strengthen the 
Instrument and the meant of 
struggle - organisations, tha 
press, meetings, etc. Fascism 
threatens all of that directly 
and immediately." 

Fascism does not have to be 
in the position of Immediately 
advancing towards state power 
to effectively crush the 
political organisation of the 
working clast. Even where, 

"it li ttill too weak for the 


direct struggle for power. It Is 
strong enough to ettempt to 
beat down the working data 
organisations bit by bit, to 
temper Its bands la Its 
attacks, and to spread dismay 
and lack of confidence In their 
forces In the ranks of the 
workers." 

The beginning of this process 
Is precisely what wa are 
witnessing la Britain today, 
and which It well under way In 
other parts of Europe. All 
those who oppose the physical 
struggle against fascism, as 
Trotsky rightly says, are Its 
"unconscious helpers", since, 
"Nothing Increases the 
Insolence of the fascists to 

much as flabby pacifism on 
the part of the workers' 
organisations." 

It Is no secret that the 

'revolutionary socialist' 

organisations mentioned In this 
article are fond of quoting the 
scriptural authority of the 

Bolsheviks. Indeed, at wa have 
already teen, Trotsky hat much 
to say on the subject of 
fighting fascism, yet it Is not 
rated a mention in the 

polemics of the traditional 
left. Why thlt omission? In the 
Immortal words of Sherlock 
Holmes, It Is the case of the 
dog that did not bark In the 
night. 

So what, according to Trotsky. 

writing aa be waa during the 
fine of European fancism la 
the Thirties, is the oorToct 
r aapoaas of the working class 
to the amergeece of the 
fascist threat? His arguments 
ere aot those of the SWF or 
Militant, bet of Bod Actios! la 
the Thirties, Trotsky had many 
occasions to poiemicise against 
the Stall ale ts who were thee 
pfflpftuitg precisely those 

arguments that led Action 
eoeoeaters from the 
conservative left today. 

Trotsky doesn't say that you 
must march against the racism 
of tha bourgeois establishment. 
He doesn't say that you must 
lobby Trades councils, enlist 
'key people' In tha Trades 
Unions, or even organise In the 
colleges. He says, 

"Proletarian combat 

detaehmeats mast exist aad be 
educated, trained, and armed." 
Disarming the fascists with 
"newspaper articles aloae la 
impossible. Fighting sounds 


This will not be a popular 
thought amongst the white- 
collar cadres of the 
Militant or tha SWP, but that 
cannot be helped. Physical 
confrontation Is not an 

optional auxiliary to 

educational work or an 

external aspect of 

revolutionary politics: 

■Physical struggle is oaly 
'another means' of the 
political struggle. It Is 
Impermissible to oppose one to 
the other since It Is Impossible 
to check at will the political 
struggle when It transforms 
Itself, by force of inner 
necessity, into a physical 
struggle." 

Abstract propaganda work on 
tha anti-fascist front tmoogst 
left organisations It a reality. 
In the Inimitable words of the 
RCP in November's "Living 
Marxism": 

"The rsturn to prominence of 
traditional themes about race 
- albeit In new rorms - 
presents us with an Important 
Intellectual challenge." 

Soeada like the theorists of 
tha BNP are la for a pretty 
hard time! "Workers News", 
the paper of the Workers 
International League, hammers 
home the same point; 

"If small groups of anti¬ 
fascists tee their only role at 
a physical one they will repeat 
all the mistakes of the KPD 
(German Communist Party) but 
without oven the forces It 
could command." 

Educational work doesn't need 
defending since no-one Is 
attacking It. AFA hat alwayt 
stood (or Ideological aed 
physical confrontation and hat 
put thlt into practice. But 
despite the formal commitment 
of many left organisations to 
the policy of no platform for 
fascists, physical confrontation 
la net a reality. Many and 
legion are the arguments 
presented for not organising 
for the physical aspect of the 
struggle. They are familiar to 
Rad Action. Trotsky too 
encountered, and answered, 
them all. 

Tha pacifists on the left claim 
that "mats naif defence" Is 
the answer • without In 
Trotsky's formulation, 'combat 
organisations' or 'specialised 
cadres'. Thus 'Socialist 
Outlook' argues that only 
when, "wa have a strong 



movement agaiaat tha fascists 
will wa be In a position to 
take the fight to them." 
Militant claim that. 

"The fascists should be 
prevented from organising, 
meeting and demonstrating 
through the mobilisation of as 
many people as possible." 
That's fine, but what they 
don't ask it how It It that If 
you can't organise even a 
numerically weak movement, 
you can ever aspect to arrive 
at a strong one. The argument 
for 'maaa' defence - all or 
nothing - then becomes In 
practice an argument for no 
defence. Without determined 
action aad lead e r sh ip from the 
left, how are the 'masses' 
ever to be involved or 
organised? Trotsky correctly 
acknowledges that without the 
aepport of the masses a 
combat detachment Is nothing. 
"But without organised combat 
detachments, the moat harolc 
masses will be smashed bit by 
bit by the rasclst gangs. It Is 
nonsense to countarpoae the 
militia to self-defence. The 
militia Is an organisation of 
self-defence." 

But wouldn't such organisation 
mean "provocation" of the 
fascists? As Trotsky says, this 
is an "absolutely reactionary" 
argument. 

"Liberalism hat always said to 
the workers that by their class 
struggle they 'provoke' the 
reaction." 

It la the philoeophy, he poiats 
out. of Toiatoy aad Caedhl bet 
never of Mars and Lenin. 

Why does this argument based 
on provocation, at If the 
fascists were to many wasp's 
nests sleeping peacefully until 
tome Idiot pokes them with a 
stick, find to much favour 
with 'revolutionary' 

organisations? Trotsky 

points directly to the real 
motivation: 

"It is nonsense to say that in 
itself the organisation of the 
militia leads to adventures, 
provokes the enemy, replaces 
the political struggle by 
physical struggle etc. la all 
theee phrases there is nothing 
but political oowardtoe." 

He adds, aad all the evldeace 
becks him up to the hilt, 
where a policy of physical 
confrontation la properly 
Implemented, "tha recruitment 
of now fascist bands will 
become incomparably more 
difficult." 

Next, the tactics of physical 
confrontation are said to be 
appropriate oaly to 
revolutionary situations. 

Trotsky answers, 

"This profound argument meant 
that the workers must permit 
themselves to be slaughtered 
until the situation becomes 
revolutlonary...The alternative 
depends above all on whether 
the advanced workers will 
allow themselves to be 
attacked with Impunity and 
defeated bit by bit or will 
reply to every blow by two of 
their own, arousing the 
courage of the oppressed and 
uniting them around their 
banner. A revolutionary 
situation does not fall from 
the skies. It takes form with 
the active participation of the 
revolutionary clast and Itt 
party." 

The proponents of 'mats 
defence' against the Incursions 
of the fascists, then maintain 
that physical response by what 
Trotsky terms "combat 
detachments" (and what the 
SWP terms 'tquaditm') Is 
harmful because It divides the 
detachments from the masses. 
Ha answers: 

"But why then are there 
Independent armed detachments 
among the fascists who are 
not cut off from the 
reactionary masses but who 
arouse the courage and 
embolden those masses by 
thalr well-organised attacks?" 

In the present circumstances 
there are few who would deny 
that the fascists era highly 
successful In creating a racist 

periphery amongst large 

sections of the working class 
precisely through the tactic of 
determined and aggressive 

action by ralativoly small 

numbars of Individuals. It 


works for them. Why ia It 
supposed to be so counter¬ 
productive by the left when 

the evidence so clearly points 
to the contrary? Could it be 
the "political cowardice" that 
wa saw Trotsky refer to 

above? How else is the 
working elate to defend itself? 
Ideologically? Sadly thlt 
actually means, as Trotsky 
himself puts It: 

"la other words: they (the 

anti-fascists] eaa oaly Ude 

themselves." 


The long-term danger facing 
the working data In 
contemporary circumstances 
was also Identified by Trotsky. 
He analytes the social basis of 
fascism In the following way 
(In this Instance he hat Italian 
fascism In mind): 

"It Is a plebeian movement In 
origin, directed end financed 
by big capitalist powers. It 
Issued forth from the petty 
bourgeoisie, tha slum 
proletariat, and even to an 
extant from the proletarian 
mataes." 

He recognises the petty 
bourgeoisie as the "genuine 
basis" of fascism. It is thlt 
class that, under conditions of 
crisis mey be recruited by a 
strong and confident 
proletariat, but alternatively, 
in the abseoce of such a social 
force, 

"counter revolutionary despair 
embraces the petty bourgeois 
mass with such a force that it 
draws behind It many sections 
of tha proletariat." 

The situation It this: 

"The patty bourgeois could 
reconcile itself temporarily to 
the growing privations If It hat 
the conviction that the 
proletariat Is In a position to 
lead It onto a new road. But 
If the revolutionary party, la 
spite of a class struggle 
becoming incessantly more 
accentuated, proves Incapable 
of uniting the working class 
about It, If It vacillates, 
becomes confused, contradicts 
itself, than the petty 
bourgeoisie looks upon the 
revolutionary workers as those 
responsible for Its own 
misery." 

Aad In this way, a mats basis 
for fascism Is created • aa has 
already happened In France 
aad may happen elsewhere In 
Europe. With the present world 
recension being accepted even 
by the Ideologists of the 
bourgeoisie itself as tha worst 
since the Thirties and the 
original rise of fascism, It Is 
possible that the conditions of 
severe social crisis are 

developing. 

Is there anyone who would 
deny that the working clauses 
within advanced capitalism are 
unorganised as an Independent 
political force and are, on a 
mats scale, effectively 
politically disenfranchised? A 
vacuum exists amongst the 

most unstable elements of the 
working class which the 

fascists are willing and able to 
fill. An electoral base for 
fascism within sections of the 
petty bourgeoisie is then 
visible on the political horison 
- the BNP's wet dream. Only 
determined end concerted 
action from tha loft, and It 
mutt be said, of a kind 
unprecedented in recant 
decades, can avert the danger 
of a mast base for fascist 
politics. They must be met 
with direct and coherent 
action now. The central 
argument it really vary simple: 
so simple, Trotsky put it In 
the form of a fable and which 
provides a fitting conclusion: 

"A cattle dealer once drove 
some bulls to tha 
slaughterhouse. A butcher 
arrived with hit sharp knife. 
"Let us close ranks and kill 
the butcher with our horns" 
suggested one of the bulls. 

"But In what way Is the 
butcher any worse than the 
dealer who drove us here?" 
replied the bulls (who had 
been reeding Living Marxism). 
"But we shall be able to 
attend to the dealer 
afterwards!" "Nothing doing" 
replied the bulls, firm in their 
principles. "You are trying, 
from the loft, to shield our 
enemies • you are a social 
butcher yourself." 

And they refuted to close 
ranks." 





SINN F&N 


Dear Red Action 


from the viewpoint of >c 
organisation. 

I will endeavour to Include 
all viewpoints In the report. 
Belr Hua. 


CLASSOWM 


Dear Rad Action 


-BY PROXY! 


We ware concerned to read 
your front page story on the 
APA march In Bethnal Green 
In your last paper (number 
61). Ordinarily we would not 
worry about it but we had to 
comment about the factual 
mistakes about Class War In 
the article. 

The Class War Federation has 
always been active against 
racism and fascism (going back 
years before we became a 
federation)-as you well know 
members of both our 
organisations have stood many 
times together on the streets 
to attack the BNP and NP. At 
our recent National Conference 
In Bristol we renewed our 
commitment to campaigns to 
drive the fascists out of 
working class communities. 
Class War groups all over the 
country are affiliated to APA 
and London Class War has 
taken part In many APA 
activities. 

Your report of the trouble on 
the march itself owes more to 
the TV reports than to what 
actually happenedl The fight 
did not start because of the 
pensioner waving her white 
hanky around as you say, but 
was the result of some over- 
eager coppers trying to srrest 
two marchers for standing on 
a traffic bollardl Our section 
of the march attacked the 
cops and freed the people who 
they nicked. A small pitched 
battle followed, with the cops 
trapped against a wall taking 
casualties. The Intervention of 
a TSG (wearing NATO riot 
helmets) led to s lot of 
pushing snd shoving across the 
road with the marchers trying 
to rescue people from the 
cops. 

In the middle of all this an 
APA steward came up to me 
and asked why the march had 
stopped. I told him to look 
behind him and as he turned a 


scrum of marchers and cops 
almost knocked him overt Par 
from the APA stewards being 
aware of the trouble and 
"saving us", half of them 
didn't even know what was 
happening! We have nothing 
but contempt for the SWP-led 
contingent who cruised through 
the middle of the scrap telling 
everyone to get out of their 
way because we were spoiling 
"their" march. 

The division of our class by 
racism and fascism must be 
attacked on all fronts, and we 
have always been active in 
every way we can. It's more 
Important than ever, with the 
rise of racism across Europe 
and diversions appearing like 
the re-launched Anti-Naxl- 
League, that working class 
people unite to fight the real 
enemies. 

For Class War NOT Race War, 
Neil 

for London Class War 

REPLY : 

Red Action steads by the 
analysis of the APA march 
through Bethnal Grace last 
November printed la ieaoe 61. 

If the reason London Claes 
War, have not affiliated to 
APA Is beeanee as It wee oaea 
eiplaleed to me, by a 
promiaeet member, "we are 
)aet a propaganda group and 
APA la too eoafroatatioeal", 
thee clearly It would be more 
productive to restrict yoar 
preen re l e ases to the right 
wlag media, who are perfectly 
willing to ooavey the 
Imp re ssion that the titanic 
forces of anarchy are as 


talking ap a little anarchism 
with It'S frission of 
revolutionary bravado aa a 
counter weight to what 
Is really happening In Society. 


WORKING CLASS 
VALVES 


Dear Red Action 

Here's a collection of papers, 
newt clippings that you snd 
your RA comrades may or may 
not find Interesting, (by the 
way oq the subject of the 
group you recently expelled 
from APA. the RIL, their US 
titter group, the RWL is 
currently In, shall we say, 
deep shltl The local NBC TV 
affiliate channel four recently 
exposed the fact that a local 
spokesman for NAMBLA 
("National Men-Boy Love 
Association" !.e. • group of 
paedophiles!) was convicted 
last summer (no frame-up) on 
a child molestation charge 
(given probation) That 
spokesman was Nick Palmer, 
of the RWL. A few days later 
(on Martin Luther King's 
birthday) NAMBLA had a rally 
in front of channel four 
protesting the "witch-hunt". 
(The main group supporting 
NAMBLAC was RWL. A 
NAMBLA attorney, Eileen 
Schrlff, told the assembled 
press that she was for the 
abolition of all age of consent 
laws, that kids were able to 
say yes or no "from the time 
they were able to talk!" This 
sick woman Is also a leader of 
the RWL. A group of working 
class counter-demonstrators 
(Including the local leader 
of the anarcho-syndicalist 
IWW) protested against 
NAMBLA and then a group 
of 'skinhead' fascists showed 
up with signs like "death 


to child molesters". 

Their leader told the medial 
"We want a return to working 
class values that Communists, 
Jews and faggots have taken 
away-just look at them!" 
There was some shouting but 
no serious confrontation. 

The fascists (uncertain what 
group) got some favourable 
publicity out of this. One local 
woman union leader (who Is 
bl-sexual and very supportive 
of gay rights but who condems 
NAMBLA) told me that the 
nail's came off sounding much 
better than these RWL lefties 
even with their Indefensible 
stance. Also the fascist 
spokesman scored some points 
with their rhetoric about 
"working class values", and on 
a very superficial (but alas, 
very American note) the 
fascists (and especially their 
spokesman) looked very 
physically fit snd the women 
nail's were pretty and the 
men were conveniently 
handsome, whereas tne 
NAMBLA and RWL for the 
most part looked like shltl). 
The Jew-balting would 
particularly off-set the 
fasclsts'i appeal (Anti- 
Semitism Is not widespread In 
the US working class) but, 
sadly the red-baiting Isn't 
unpopular, 

Stan 

San Franslco 


On behalf of the Wolfe Sean Collins. 

Tone Society. I would like 

to take this opportunity Wolfe Tone Society 

to thank you for your hard (Working in support of Sinn I 

work and support for the f£tn). 

Justice For Detsie Ell! 

|H ' . . 

i' *■<" <i<-< i-vo iti.it .r. iv 

« aw- bus come to u sucre- 

Nslul conclusion, the campaign \ ' 

should become a basis lew \W 

un Ann Cxtrudmon committee I “ *• 

At the first AEC meeting |s 

on 10 December, was 7 

Jk jp flL, 

i * 

I Hi' ( .impatgn in order [ 

.lentils the mans positive ■ 

aspects Ilf the campaign I ' ,, 

also the m which Si - 

not so produc tive I F 

and why they were not 1 1' 


The objective of this report 
Is to formulate a comprehens¬ 
ive strategy for the Antl- 
Kxtradition committee, and 
to maximise It's effectiveness 
In order to produce as full 
a report as possible, I would 
appreciate any comments 
you wish to express about 
the Dessie Ellis Campaign, 


TROTSKY 


HERO & 


LEOH TROTSKY 


lt d time iw.... 

Hi thara Rad Action 

So whera are you? Normally I 
buy your wonderful publication 
from the bookshop on Atlantic 
Road In sunny Brlxton, but I've 
not seen it since the Sept/Oct 
Issue 60. Hurry up and get 
'em In lads. Its really 
depressing reading the watered 
down, sickly shade of 'red' 
papers - minus the action that 
is. 

Do you want some Ideas? The 
first Is that you produce RED 
ACTION monthly. This has to 
be a priority! In terms of 
content: perhaps you could go 
back to baalca for Ideological 
dumb-dumbs like myself and 
perhaps divide up your 'Theory 
And Practice' centre page Into 
three or four pieces and 
explain stuff like - what are 
the mechanics of capitalism 
and Imperialism and what la 
surplus value etc, etc. 

I think maybe also you could 
become leading reporters of 
struggles that the left Ignore 
and the mainstream distort. 
I'm thinking particularly of 
Peru and Euskadl, which only 
AP/RN seem to report on- but 
alto the forgotten struggles of 
Latin Americana and black 
Americans.-.what Is all that 
New Africa business??? While 
I'm on a role here (halhal) I 
think you should pile Into the 
Left a bit more - not only 
those SWP gits but some of 
the lesser known bands like 
'Red Rebel' - and what about 
the 'Spartacist League'?! Are 
they CIA or not? They're all 
bloody Americana, middle 
class, well educated 
Americans, doing full time 
political work and with no 
viaable source of income. 
While I'm at It. 
'Searchlight'.—I What are 
they at?l "Send your UB60"? 
Have these people never heard 
of the Special Branch - secret 
police or mall surveillance? 
Why don't they just say: "Send 
your UB40'a to Scotland Yard, 
inform them you are an anti¬ 
fascist and probably don't like 
police too much!" 

Well I've got to sign off now 
my antl-faaclst friends. I 
must say though, that like 

myself, there are a lot of 
people who really respect you 
what you're about and what 

your doing. You've got the 
potential to build In the 
WORKING CLASS. Fuck the 
SWP and the rest, they're 

students, liberals, etc, being 
'radicals' for 3 years In order 
to talk about It for the next 
30. Por them resistance la an 
option, for us It Is simply 
taking care of business. What 
have the left to offer the 

youthful victims of Thatcher? 

It's time for ACTION • and 
the action la RED!) 




Dear Comrades 

After being attracted to your 
paper, from seeing your 
stickers throughout the streets 
of Glasgow, 1 managed to get 
a copy. 

Your attitude towards the BNP 
Is correct, I agree totally with 
your viewpoint, that we must 
organise In our working clan 
communities to combat 
fascism/racism. Certainly, the 
way to do this Is by effectlva 
planning, building local anti¬ 
fascist groups, promoting a 
campaign that will achieve our 
aim of fighting fascism, 

hopefully for the last time. 

In supporting your viewpoint on 
the Republican movement and 
the state sponsored sealots In 
the Workers Party (If that's 
still thair name). I enjoyed 

your article on that 
reapectable politician Pronalas 
De Rosaa-the ultimate 
hypocrite. 

One factor I can't understand 
Is the obsession with the SWP. 
Surely there Is enough 
Instancas of effective anti¬ 
fascist work taking place, that 
would be far more Interesting 
and useful than a continual 

reference to another political 
organisation. Accepting that 
there are political differencei, 
Is It not more advantageous to 
minimise this, especially In 
terms of the limited space 
available In the* paper. 

The only gain I can see, is 1 
Increasing hostility, attracting 
ex-SWP'ers into your group 
who will write hysterical 
letters of abuse; Where does 
that get us? It is also a 
diversion from the main task, 
especially to those being 
Introduced to political activity. 

The statement that the SWP 
are after "the same thing" as 
the police and )ournalists from 
The Sun. C'mon, things have 
got to be kept In perspective. 

With the commitment to make 
sure that Bermondsey doesn't 
happen again, that's what the 
fight Is all about and that's 
why Red Action has got to 
take on the role of building 
this base to fight the natl'a. 

I will continue to read Red 
Action and circulate It as 
widely si possible. 


Dear Red Action 

I was pleased to see the 
thought provoking article on 
"Trotaky-The Palte Prophet". 
In the last edition of the 
P«P*r. 

While 1 tend to agree with the 
general tenor of the article, 
that la to aay that the events 
between 1616-1927 would not 
have been substantially 
different If Trotaky had 
managed to supplant or oust 
Stalin, It must also be pointed 
out that this was only one 
period of his life and in 
order to obtain a rounded 
picture of Trotsky the revol¬ 
utionary, one need* to look 
at hts life as a whole. 


Por example, his writings at 
the turn of the century, 
especially "Parmanent 

Revolution", updated Marxism 
and allowed It to be applied to 
Russian society at a time when 
most Marxists thought 
revolution in Russia was 
decades If not centuries away. 

Purtharmora there was Trotaky 
the General, the man who 
created and led the Red Army 
to victory against all odds. 

Finally, one needs to look at 
the last period of his life 
when eventually he began to 
expose Stalinism snd It's 
consequence and pointed out 
the dangers of falling to 
oppose the rise of fascism. 

Trotaky was no god or icon 
and It la to Red Action's 
credit that you. unlike so 
many other groups have 
pointed this out. It Is this 
ability to analyse the mistakes 
of past and present 
revolutionary movements which 
will allow us to bring a 
redefined veraion of Marxism 
back to prominence, a version 
which has ralavance to the 
1990's. 


.VILUAN 


Dear Red Action, 

Here's a reply to the critique 
of Red Action recently 
published in 'Workers Power'. 

While I agree with the writer's 
assertion that RA cannot 
reject Lenin's veraion of the 
'Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat' without rejecting 
Marx too, I feel closer to your 
position than to theirs. 
Perhaps you'll see the light 
eventually. 

The "denegrated workers' 
state" concept, aa held by SWP 
and similar groups, is 
neccessary to defend Lenin, 
Trotsky and co from the 


bwOVVN ENVclopE! 


Dear Red Action 

Enclose £2.00 postal order for 
12S Red Action stickers, at at 
present I'm In financial 
difficulties. When you send 
them, could you please send it 
In a plain brown envelope so 
my parents do not find out, 
thanks. 


iMpRESSEd I 

Dear Red Action 

I must say I'm very impressed 
by your paper. I've heard your 
name mentioned in Searchlight 
(yes I subscribe) and The 
Leninist (yes. that too) but 


charga that thay (unwittingly) 
craated Stalinism. According to 
this, the decimation of the 
Russian prolatariat In tha civil 
war, the pressure of the 
Western Powers' Intervention 
In support of thn White Army 
and the failure of revolution 
to spread to the advanced 
industrialised nations. all 
contributed to the isolation 
of the Soviet Union and 
lt'» decline into "state capit¬ 
alism" and bureaucratic 
dictatorship. They couldn’t 
abandon the Revolutlon- 
It was a sad but inevitable 
protest. 

Even allowing (or the claim 
that tha Bolsheviks were 
forced by popular will Into tha 
un-msrxist position of making 
a proletarian revolution In a 
backward country (although It 
was thay, not tha spontaneous 
miss of workers, soldiers and 
peasants, who decided to etorm 
the Winter Palace), this is still 
a post-hoc justification. By the 
end of 1619 the German 
revolution waa clearly dead, 
along with It's loaders, while 
Red Clydeside and tha Rhondda 
didn't look any more 
promising. There was no hope 
left on the horlton for a real 
proletarian revolution of the 
kind predicted by Mars. 

So the atory goes, with 
practically no prolatariat 

surviving In the whole of 
Ruaala (and none at all In 
Kronstadt, wa're reliably 

Informed): In charge of a 
medieval empire of millions of 
peasants and every other stage 
of social development, right 
beck virtually to the Stone 
Age; the Bolsheviks decided to 
sit tight and coniolldate their 
gains. They disemboweled the 
soviets, the trade unions, the 
co-operativos and repealed 
progressive (amlly and sexual 
legislation, before moving on 
to destroy all thair former 
allies. All this to preserve 
"the dictatorship of the 
proetarlat"-that means by 
which this now extinct working 
class would "consolidate It's 
own rule" In "the transition to 
the abolition of all classes and 
to ths classless society". 

"Never mind", say the 

proletariat (because the Party 
la the voice of the 
proletariat), "carry on the 
revolution without us. We'U 
catch up later, when we : ve 
been re-invented!" Curious 
though. If the proletariat Is 
the creation of capitalist 
power-relations. then there 
couldn't have been a 

proletariat after the Revolution 
was complete-only free 
workers. So how was it that 
their state degenerated as they 
regenerated? Marxism works In 
mysterious ways It's wonders 
to perform I 

Yours Fraternally 

R Skerman 
Exeter 


that was about It. I got your 
address from a friend after 
literally months trying to find 
it (he reads Open Polemic).! 
beve read a lot of "lofty" 
papers over the last few years 
and most of them are dire 
(don't ask me which Is the 
worst). The only one's that 
are any good in my opinion 
are "The Leninist" (by a long 
shot), Fight Racism! Fight 
Imperialism! (although the RCG 
do sweet F.A. about fighting 
either), Direct Action, and 
now your's. 

I'd like to reed more, how¬ 
ever before 1 put e deflnete 
pen to paper to give an 
opinion on your political 
view*. Please find s cheque 
(or £3.00 enclosed to your 
good selves to pay (or a 
"Red Action" subscription, 
starting with issue 61. If 
you could send me "The 
making of Red Action", 
I'd be much obliged. 

N. Currld 

Walsall Watt Midlands 




IN DEFENCE OFI 
THE WORKING 
CLASS PARTY 


The real and tutting dangar 
which Mari and Bagels, taw at 
the mala problem to tha and. 
wat tha n«lit agalntt tha 
•tadaat bourgaoit idaologUtt 
and raform mlndad individuals 
•ho la tha abaaaoa of • 
aaltable party, ara attractad to 
tha workart movement by tha 
conilatant damoaatratioo of 
latagrlty, vitality aad courage. 
However In dolag to. thay 4a 
not eat tbeemelvuu looaa from 
thair own elaaa. but havo tha 
affact of cattlag tha workart 
party free from It't anti¬ 
quated clou struggle found¬ 
ations and then proceed 
to remodel it into the type 
of middle clans reformist 
party they pre* 'My wanted 


It aaad to bo extremely 
popular daring tha mid eighties 
for tha aaw right, to aaaort 
that tha working classes bad 
disappeared. "Ha ara all 
middle elaaa now" thay 
chirped. Homo oweonhip. 
foreign holidays oven 
dUhwashers ware evidence aa 
proof. Thia aaw epoch thay 
asearod aa would saber la aa 
ora of ooprooodoolod 
prosperity aad tranquillity. 
With the emasculation aad 
assimilation of the principle 
antagonists within tha system 
of capital tha close war was 
declared over. Bat aa tha 
Communist Manifesto pointed 
out, class divisions cannot be 
abolished satll a class has 
formed which ao longer has 
aay particular class interest to 
assert against the ruling class. 
Futtieg It another way. the 
working elaaa will exist as loog 
as the system which brought It 
Into existence Itself survives. 


However as some academics on 
both the right and left 
gleefully pointed out, Mari had 
also said "Society as a whole 
Is more and more splitting Into 
two great hostile camps, into 
two great classes, directly 
facing each other. Bourgeoisie 
and Proletariat." From the 
beginning of the twentieth 
century this was considered In 
some circles to be a fatal 
flaw In his work, In that far 
from disappearing as he 
predicted the middle classes 
wera proliferate, even 
recruiting substantial sections 
directly from the proletariat. 
In the mld-elghtles home 
owning, Indeed sometimes 
share owning skilled workers, 
and even self-employed window 
cleaners were welcomed within 
the embrace of this expanding 
middle-class. This was 
considered to be the principle 
triumph of Thatcherism, the 
rolling back of Socialism, when 
In the previous decades even 
doctors generally the largest 
group of middle class 

professionals and as a result 
always a reliable source of 
resctlon had evolved Into 
salaried medicos, working 
either for private or National 
Health Institutions Instead of 
being free for service 

practitioners. They had reacted 
rationally to this seml- 
proletarlanlsatlon by adopting 
proletarian forms of 
organisation, In other words 
they have become Increasingly 
unionised. The proletarian¬ 
isation of the middle classes 
may still be far from complete 
or Inevitable but to the new 
right this was further evidence 
of society moving In a specific 
direction. 

Thatcherism which was 
referred to as the 'Ideology of 
oouatar-revolution', emerged 


and ravens tha aataral 
of bourgeois society 


More specifically whan Marx 
talked of the middle classes 
sinking Into the proletariat It 
was sot a pradietioa, but an 
analysis drawn from tha 
tandancyof tha middle classes 
of the day, small Industrialists, 
merchants, artisans, peasants 
"to decline because thair small 
capital does not suffice for 
the carrying out of large scale 
industry and succumbs in 
competition with tha larger 
Capitalist partly because their 
skills are rendered worthless 
by new methods of production, 
thus the proletariat Is 
recruited from all classes of 
the population." 



and left allege, was that all 
Intermediate classes would 
disappear. Indeed he pointed 
out on more than one occasion 
that the course of society 
suggested the exact opposite. 
In a rebuke against a right¬ 
winger Malthaus he had this to 
aay. "His highest hope which 
he himself calls more or leu 
utoplan-ts that the middle 
classes may grow and that the 
proletariat (the working 
proletariat) may form a 
relatively smaller and smaller 
part of the total population 
evea though It grows 
absolutely. This Is in fact the 
course of Bourgeois Society." 
In the fourth volume of 
Capital, he again challenged a 
right wing economist licardo 
for forgetting that "tha classes 
and sub classes that do not 
live directly from labour 
Increase and live better than 
before and the number of 
unproductive workers Increases 
as well." The actual course of 
Capitalist Society Is then 
according to Marx, that the 
mats of the middle or 
Intermediate class grows and 
the relative proportion of the 
proletariat to the total 
population decreases. 

The primary reason that the 
new right, cheered on the 
apparent ascent of manual 
workers Into the new middle 


Chase fifty years earlier. "The that his thiaklog la middle 
automatic procaas, continually class la soma sense, but he Is 
displaces the maaual worker... also lesa restrained by the 
What becomes of the class norms of middle class 
struggls theoryT Where the respectability. So Just because 
toiling masses without a ha's acquired a middle class 
plants. When the development lifestyle doesn't alter in the 
proceeds to a certain point slightest, tha fact that at a 
which wa may or may not wage slave ha will continue to 
have reached, tha whole be exploited. On top of that If 
Marxist thesis stands In need he wants to retain what he 
of substantial revision.* has acquired he will still have 

to fight, with Mb class and not 
Whlla the tendency under against It. 

Capitalism it for direct manual 

labour to disappear as tha The Communist Manifesto 
determining principle of states that tha Socialist 
production and the labourer Is Movamant It tha movement of 
reduced to a subordinate tee immense majority, It does 
though still Indispensable not mean that everybody must 
aspect, being recast la tha first be a certified proletarian, 
role of caretaker or regulator but the movement would 
to the production process include those other sections of 
Itself, If as Marx pointed out society, which It would have 
as early as 1947 the whole l0 m |; aa ,iue» namely those 
class of wage workers ware to notions of society, when 
be abolished owing to | n dmllar circumstances would 
machinery how dreadful that be drawn to It and behied It. 
would be for capital which The WO rklng cUw , r , tt# 
without wage labour classes to revolutloeary class, for though 
be capitall" Increasing other ciaaaes may at times be 
automation does dispense with alienated from tha system, as 
direct mass labour, and « result of bankruptcies, 
reduces the expenditure of repossessions; the political 
energy to a minimum. This movements formed by these 
will rebound to the advantage groups, invariably seek 
of emeodpeted labour, laded) solutions wttela the system 
is the condition lor its rttt#r t p M try „ d form 
emanclpetion. In tha meantime alternative to It. At Marx 
It Increases tha control of pointed out: 
those subordinate but still o]g revolutionary clean mad 
indispensable workers remaining oom% forward from the outset, 
who literally have tha levers mi aa a elaaa for Itself 


AT A NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN IflM, AFTER TAKING A 
LONG HARO LOOK ATTHE FAR LEFT, GENERALLY THE 
MEMBERSHIP CONCLUOED, FOR MANY OF THE 
REASONS OUTLINED THAT NOT ONE SINGLE 
ORGANISATION ON THE LEFT OOULD BE CONSIDERED 
TO BE AUTHENTICALLY REVOLUTIONARY 


of power In their hands. No 
other elaaa baa this choice. 

Though Marx did acknowledge 
that the Intermediate clasaes 
would grow, he also Insisted 
that this middle class would 
forfait Its significance as an 
Independent economic social 
strata would fade, lose its 
cohesiveness. shape and 
Identity and In times of crisis 
be Increasingly forced towards 
one or other of tha two polar 
and antagonistic classes In 
soclety.Some would shade Into 
the working class proper, while 
at the opposite end another 
fragment, living off a retainer 
skimmed from revenue 
"Increases the security of the 
upper ten thousand." 

As always the lines of class 
demarcation are constantly 
changing, and are continually 
being withdrawn. 

The working class of today 1s 
not now and never was an 
homogenous whole but Is 
populated by different strata; 



of society ooafroatteg sea 
ruling elaaa." 


So unlike all other classes It la 
only the working class proper 
In pursuit of Its own Interests 
that can and maat confront 
the system to achieve Its 
alms. 

With the demarcation lines 
blurring at either end and the 
proletariat exclusively cast as 
tha one In which the 
revolutionary Interests of 
society are concentrated the 
conclusion drawn by many on 
tha left is that for the 
revolutionary party to bo truly 
representative It must aspire 
to accommodate all elements 
within society that exprasaes a 
desire for change. 

A view not shared by Marx 
aad la gs la wboaa position of 


but lacked. 

The Rotten Spirit 

la tha last decade of the 
century the revolutloeary 
workers organisations Uke the 
Social Democratic Forty of 
Germany of which Marx and 
Engels were members has loog 
ceased to exist. The radical 
workers deserted to the left, 
after the political breakdown 
of 1114, while tha majority 
stayed loyal "to the 
Democratic Socialist Forty of 
raform." la IMS, It made 
formal, what It had long ago 
become, and announced that it 
would In future be a 'peoples 
party' whose ultimate was to 
do no more than manage a 
mixed economy. 

In 1S7I a similar move was 
temporary side-lined by tha 
explosive denunciation of Marx 
and Engels, "la the opinion of 
these gentlemen, then, the 
Social Democratic Forty should 
aot be a oae-sided workers 
party but ao all-sided party of 
all man Imbued with the true 
love of humanity. It must 
prove this by laying aside 
coarse proletarian passions and 
placing Itself under the 

guideline of educated 
philanthropic bourgeois^. la 
order to cultivate good taste" 
and "learn good form^* then 
too "numerous adherents from 
tha circles of tha educated 
and propertied ciaaaes will 

make their appearance." 

The de-facto domination of 
the party Reichstag group by 
middle class careerists aad 
opportunists was precisely what 
Marx and sspecinlly Engels 
after Marx's death continued 
to nttnek as the immediate 
manifestation of "the rotten 
spirit" that permeated the 
party leadership and crented 
the need for a split. 

Today the organisation Is once 
again, according to Dr. Feter 
Altavetar of Bremen university 
not only one-sided but 
lopsided, In the sense that itao 
longer even represents the 
views of reformist workers: 

"The SFD Is no looger the 
party of the workers... The 
Christian Democrats 1s the 
party of the bosses. The 

Greens are for intellectuals. So 
where do wa turn?" 

The Socialist Farty In Franca 
recently acknowledged that It't 
natural alactorato Is no longer 
the "proletariat." (dismissed at 
tha new poor and tha lost 
children of the suburbs), but 
"middle management public 
sector office and skilled 
workart." 

Closer to home the Financial 



aot as a consequence of the 
working clues becoming more 
middle elaaa. but as a raapoaaa 
to ruliag class alarm as 
Incroaxlnt sections of the 
middle clans being swallowed 
up by the working nines. Bar 
reason for betag was to retard 


class while quietly despairing 
at the sinking of prominent 
sections of the middle classes 
Into the proletariat wat their 
acceptance of another related 
myth of their own Invention 
l.e. that the revolution wat to 
be made by oely the 
proletariat, that In Itself forms 
an overwhelming majority of 
society. So by thair reckoning 
the prospect of revolution had 
been rendered redundant and 
with It the Ideas of clast 
struggle and Communism, all 
now reassuringly obsolete; or 
so they hoped. 

A variation on this thama was 
alto propagated by the now 
defunct Communist Farty 
Journal 'Marxism Today.' Thair 
theory of post-fordism which 
they believed thay invented In 
19(3 wat put over more 
concisely by a certain Stuart 



bringing over with them as 
thay do the associated 
aspirations. Illusions and 


bigotries of that class which 
Inevitably leaves them more 
vulnerable to manipulation In 
crisis. thin the more 
experienced worker. Equally a 
skilled worker may own hit 
own home, send his children to 
collage and aspire to leave his 
class, Is still dua to bis 
objective position more 
alienated "from tha ruling 
ideas of the ruling clasaes 
which define the respectable 
limits by which any opposition 
expresses Its disapproval. If 
the tame workers on a picket 
line has to be restrained from 
bathing a scab, It does not 
necessarily contradict tha fact 


cleat composition wlthla a 
revolutloeary party waa 
■■equivocal liaklug It as they 
did to the principle of aotf- 
e mancipation. For them the 
former waa the pre-coedltkM 
for the latter, la 1971, this 
bias was Instltutloealiaod 
wlthla tea lataraatloaal 
Working Naas Associate* by 
adopting guidelines written by 
Marx for aetabUahiag a 
maxlmam parcaetage for eon 
workers. 

Politically educated 

Intellectuals, who had broken 
with their own clast were 
welcome, but Invariably these 
were exceptional cases. Of 
course there wat no rule of 
thumb for distinguishing them 
from the bourgeois Intellectual, 
except through the Independent 
scrutiny of each and every 


■early !•% of aaw lad lose 
Labour candidates "are 
lecturers, teachers, lawyers. 

Joerna lists, trade auloe 
officials aad researchers." 

As in Germany, as in France, 
as in Britain, where the 
reformist left Is moving 
steadily to the centre, in 
the process abandoning It's 
former constituency. The 
resulting vacuum having 

been conceded In advance 
by the capitulation of the 
revolutionary left, inevitably 
means that the moat dis¬ 
enfranchised, the moat alien¬ 
ated, will be forced to turn 
to and find comfort in the 
arguments of the radical 
right. 

la Britain, de-Industriallsatlon 
and tha resulting economic 

atrophy may conspire with tha 


Illusory salf-laterast of tea 
dispossessed to feed the march 
of a rejuvenated European 

fascist movement. Such a 
movement with a social baas 
in tha bottom 19\ of society 
will not be checked bet 
emboldened by the vocal 
expressions of moral 
Indignation typified by the 
flabby pacifism of tha likes of 
S.O.S Esctsme ('Heads off my 
friend') • the politics of the 
Anti Hasty League. 'We're aot 
into the politics of the puoeh- 
isd'. 


la normal circumstances any 
revolutionary party standing to 
tha left of the reformist party 
could only profit from such a 
loan of confidence aad collapse 
In morale, only If they 
themselves bad teken ears to 
inoculate themselves against 
tha corrupting strain. 

Unfortunately in Britain as 
also where among tha groups 
professing to be revolutionary 
workart the blight Is if 
anything even more 
pronounced. 


"While tee far left refers to 
the working claw la 
so ci ological terms aa If only 
Industrial workers oounted. In 
practice the Marxist 


meek more by their activities 



thaa mlaers and steel 
workers." (Joba Callaghan. The 

far left le Britain." 


The Involvement of industrial 
workers, la aay revolutionary 
organisation Is of self evident 
'can do' Importance. It should 
be noted that the majority of 
white collar, and commercial 
employees are iacreasingly 
working clam and as a result 
increasingly unionised. It Is 
also probable that moat lower 
professionals- teachers, nurses, 
draughtsmen, lab technicians 
etc are now part of the 
working clam as welL 

However there is a problem 
with many of these "new 
minted proletarlaas" aa Alex 
Callincos a landing Intellectual 
In tha Socialist Workers Farty 
admits. "Teachers for Instance 
tend to perceive themselves as 
superior to manual and routine 
clerical workers, thay regard 
themselves as middle clam and 
as a result aasuma thay have 
different Interests from their 
fellow workers." Likewise 
nurses though unionised regard 
themselves as "caring 
professionals" and often refuse 
to strike. This rift between 
reality and their perceptions 
drastically curtails thair 
effectiveness as crack divisions 
In tha clam struggle. 


While aoctkma of tele strata 
may aaeeme they have 
dUfsreet Internstx, the SWF 
finds It expedteet to re-aaaere 
as that they do aot. 
Cooaeqeeetly whenever aay 
sections of the working clam 
taka industrial action, it will 
nutomatieally bo la nooerd 
with ten Internets of all. even 
•ben fratricidal la affect and 
intent. 

The November Issue of 
Socialist Worker In Ireland, 
carried a graphic Illustration 
of this particular fallacy. 

"It Is not only about pay that 
workers can unite. DHSS staff 
walked out In protest at 
sectarian threats on numerous 
occasions. Usually tha 
paramilitaries ara forced to 
lift the threat by the people 
who have been affected by the 
strike. Most recently DHSS 
officers In mid Ulster went on 
strike last month after an IIA 
assault on a fraud officer In 
Fomaroy." 

Tha Incident to which thay 
refer we ara reliably Informed, 
was where, a dole snooper In 
the process of skulking around 
some Nationalist ghetto wat 
apprehended by tha IBA. Ha 
was given a good kicking, and 
his car machine gunned. 

Any croaa section of the 
unemployed from tha Shankill 
to the Falls, from Fackham to 






4Mdow Mali, would probably 
Ju«t u quickly aodona such an 
action aa the swr ware to 
aadorea the retaliatory strike: 
la dafaaca of a paid 
mercenary, whoaa reason for 
eilatance la to maka alraady 
difficult lives Intolerable: 
ladaad few tears would be 
abed la aoma quartan. If they 
had akot him Instead of his 
carl (Notwithstanding any 
contrary opinion they might 
a*press with equal vehemence 
against hia IRA assailants.) On 
the other hand tha Nationalist 
working claaa areas, punished 
by tha deprivation of their 
benefits for tha duration might 
rightly regard tha strike as yet 
another form of coercion by 
state flunkies to undermine 
their support for tha armed 
struggle. 

Tha parable demonstrates two 
things. One balng that 
antagonisms and real conflict 
of Interests do eilst within the 
working class, and second that 
the SWP represents only the 
Interests and aspirations of a 
particular white collar layer. 

Aristocracy 

A study of white collar 
employees of Sheffield Council 
In the late seventies showed 
that although 54% of union 
members were In low status 
Jobs 70% of shop stewsrds 
were In medium or high status 
Jobs. Consequently the most 
active white collar workers are 
often thoee with the greatest 
hopes of advancement. 
Secondly the senior grade 
stewards who were more self 
assured and had greater 
communicative skills, and at a 
result dominated ualon 
meetings, displayed a similar 
wish and ability to monopolise 
stewards meetings. The upper 
grade stewards were observed 
to disproportionately eiert a 
modaratlng Influence In 
handling grlevnnces. The higher 
stataa stewards la teraas of 
UMu prof loo ai politico ttra 
predominantly to the left. 


generally regarded at more 
respectable and politically 
moderate than tha mass of the 
proletariat.” 

While the middle and upper 
grades enjoy pay, conditions 
and opportunities superior to 
routine white collar workers, 
sharing the tamo union there 
Is an oven greater gap 
between them and manual 
workers with whom they share 
the tame employer. Of the 
white collar shop stewards that 
represent the lower grades, the 
majority are representative of 
Intermediate and upper grades. 

If as the study suggests (and 
there Is a wealth of empirical 
data to support it) the higher 
status stewards were people 
who had been radicalised at 
college, then many of those 
moot active Inside the unions 
are the same Individuals most 
llksly to be politically active 
ouuide the union, within the 
Labour Party, or more likely 
organisations to Its left such 
as the SWP and Militant. What 
It particularly striking. Is that, 
while In terms of their 
professed politics they are on 
the left on their far left, they 


rather because of their 

lacreastngly bourgeois outlook, 
a lack of mature proletarian 
class consciousness - $ 

superiority of formal aducation 
and eiperience In 

administration over the 

proletariat, In other words 

whose Influence in proletarian 
organisations tends them to 
obscure the class consciousness 
of all workers and leads them 
to a tacit alliance with the 
bourgeoisie.* 

When in 1922 the Hungarian 
Revolutionary George Lukacs 
Identified the completion and 
traits to be associated with 
ascendancy of the new Labour 
aristocracy within the left. It 
•as at a time when 
Communist organlsstions 

everywhere were 

overwhelmingly made up of 
manual workers. Nevertheless 
he was awake to the danger 

its prattling Ingrate 
represented if unchecked. What 
Lukacs brings home, la that 
while fundsmeetal antagonisms 
•re the soerce of conflict 
withla society differences 
wlthia the working class, lays 
bare the motive for dees 
oollaboratioe from withla the 
revolutionary party. 


Within these unions the 
interests of the upper stratum 
are paramount, while the lower 
grades benefit from the trickle 
down effect. Initially when the 
new Labour aristocracy was 
identified as a silent germ 
within the organised bodies of 
the revolutionary class Lanin I 
Issued a foolproof prescription 
to neutralise them. 

'Communists must direct to 
recruitment among those who 
are least organised and 
educated who are the most 
oppressed and least amenable 
to organisations.” 

Paw could deay to-day. that 
throughout Europe the least 


WHILE (T IS CERTAINLY TRUE THAT THE POLITICS OF AN 

™ E OWL™ OF ns 

.. R|i9?U rrS IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT THE 
MEMBERSHIP ALONE DETERMINE THE QUALITY OF ITS 
POLITICS. 


While working class, It Is a 
distinctive upper layer that 
certainly obscures the 
traditional understanding of 
the boundaries between classes, 
which also easily hurdles the 
accepted criteria set down to 
distinguish the Isbour 

aristocracy of previous 

generations. 

'First, the level and regularity 
of a workers earnings; second, 
his prospects of social 
security; third his conditions of 
work. Including the way he 
was treated by foremen and 
masters; fourth, his relations 
with tha social strata above 
and below him; fifth, his 
general conditions of living; 
lastly, his prospects of future 
advancement and those of his 
children.* 

A useful analogy might be to 
Imaglae this stratum, as 
reflecting the view of 
passengers at about midpoint 
on adjoining escalators, one 
going up the other going down. 
On the escalator going up you 
have white collar workers who 
may wish and have the 
opportunity to rise out of their 
class through promotion. On 
the descent are the *new 
minted proletarians,” 

representing what were 
formally lower middle class 

professionals, social workers, 
teachers, civil servants etc 
slowly sinking Into the 

proletariat proper, fighting a 
tooth aad nail bolding 
operation against gravity. 
However In their attempt to 
preserve their relative 
advantage and prestige, they 
are forced to react 
collectively. A stratum la 
nodal transit, who la resisting 
this ooeverstoe Into the 

proletariat, ere forced to 
aeoept the Inevitable by 
adopting the tactics of their 
future rather thaa the foram 

ef protest more appropriate to 


By and large they are 
cocoooed from the harsher 
realities of the system "batter 
paid, better treated and 


are the embodiment of this 
stratum which is moat remote, 
estranged from the condition 
ef thoee la maaaal trades, the 
oore of the genuine 
proletariat! Particularly since 
the Industrialisation of the 
office the routine white collar 
worker would have developed a 
greeter empethy, and could 
certainly comprehend the 
alienation esperlanced by 
manual workers. 

Nonetheless a hod carrier, who 
operates In an industry without 
security or proper represent¬ 
ation, which nonchalantly 
accommodates on average 150 
deaths a year, would on a day 
to day basis have absolutely 
nothing In common with the 
eiperiences and perceptions of 
say a social worker. Moreover 
the building worker, might be 
resentfully aware that even If 
the latter were not blissfully 
Ignorant of his conditions she 
would probably blame him for 
Itl 

In the same way that any 
advantage secured by the 
upper stratum, would have no 
bearing on his own existence 
except to make the existing 
cleavage between more 
pronounced. If tbe direct dey 
to day Interests of specific 
working groepa aad those of 
tbe reel interests of tbe claaa 
as a whole w ideas aad 
eveatually petrifies from what 
source solidarity? 

"This not only means that the 
proletariat no longer confronts 
the bourgeois In united 
hostility. The danger also 
arises that the very groups 
who are in a position to 
exercise a reactionary 
Influence on the class as a 
whole, whose accession to a 
petty bourgeois standard of 
living In the party or trade 
union and sometimes municipal 
offices gives them despite or 


Seventy years of revolutionary 
parties representative of the 
manual working class no longer 
exist. The far left in Britain 
and probably Europe are both 
the products of the new 
Labour aristocracy and Its 
promoter in the sense that the 
organisations they sponsor 
provides them with a voice 
and a political identity. 

A typical recruit to the SWP 
and to a lesser extent Militant 
(Militant whose principle base 
of support is In the CPSA and 
who hype a more down market 
Image though still more car 
coat than flight Jacket, also 
have tbe Insurance of an in 
built compensation with the 
use of the 'NALGO handshake’ 
which allows the more 
"sophisticated” elements to be 
over represented on the 
various committees designed as 
a filter for opinions, in a two 
way street, between the 
leadership and the membership) 
would come from an upper 
working or lower middle class 
background has been 
radicalised and recruited at 
college. Equipped then with 
both politics and qualifications 
perhaps even over qualified, he 
or she pursues a leisurely 
career within local 
government, civil service, 
teaching, social work ate. 

Higher education Is by no 
means a pre-condition prior to 
recruitment, though there Is 
evidence of a predilection 
among some to vomit out, the 
odd malcontent who bereft of 
qualifications Is possibly unable 
to share the instincts and 
perspectives of the majority. 

When the far left in Britain 
talks nowadays of 'turning to 
the Labour movement* It Is on 
exclusive reference to the 
unions such as NALGO. CPSA, 
NUT where tbalr Influence Is 


•re without an Independent 
voice and , without an 
independent organisation, tbe 
authentic proletariat. Is mate 

politically impotent. 


Together with the middle 
class Labour loonies, Militant 
and the SWP provide a profile 
for the entire left that Is 
semi-detached from the 
working class, and though the 
latter two claim a membership 
of some ten thousand are 
completely devoid of any 
visible Influence within the 
blue collar unions, and so 
bereft of genuine working class 
instlncu within their own 
membership. Faced with any 
political dilemma, their 
Interests and Instincts fuse 
within the facts to produce a 
version of events, that 
correlates with their own life 
experiences and Is In tune with 
their reality. Gives that aet of 
circumstances they can do 
•othlag bet. point out aad 
bring to the fore their owe 
particular sectional interests, 
which always and everywhere 
misrepresents the Interests of 
the working claaa as a whole. 

It Is only within this frame of 
reference that their brand of 
politics can be properly 
understood. The apparent 
negation of the principle 
reason for their existence is 
actually the secret of their 
relative stability (Militant have 
Just spilt). It Is when they 
most accurately reflect the 
political aspirations of the 
upper strata that their policies 
find moat resonance among 
their own membership. It in 
precisely when they are being 
completely reformist sad 
opportunistic and aa • 


ooeviaciag that they can rely 
oo their membership viewing 
the situation from the same 
vantage polat of Impaired 
vision to reepoed with plaesible 
cohesion if not downright 
enthusiasm. 

In sociological terms the 
constant friction between their 
professed Ideology and their 
self-interest might be 
explained away by them as 
individuals being unable to 
escape the pressure from 
society even though they may 
express formal opposition to It, 
but In political terms its no 
different than a son who has 
murdered his parents pleading 
for understanding and sympathy 
because he has Just become en 
orphan! 
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At ■ national conference la middle class career, generous 


IBM, after taking a long bard 
look at the far left, generally, 
the membership concluded, for 
many of the reasons outlined 
that not one single 

organisetioe oe the left could 
be considered to be 
authentically revolatioMry. 

Because of their student 
orientation and subsequent 
class composition, they clearly 
were not revolutionary 
workers but also because of 
their politics they could not be 
regarded as genuinely 
revolutionary regardless of 
occupation, profile or class 
origin. They were neither 

genuine workers who happened 

to be revolutionaries, nor 
genuine revolutionaries who 
happened to be from a class 
or sub-group other than the 
proletariat. 

Immediately from that 

conference Red Action found 
Itself In the unenviable 
position of having no natural 
ideological allies, of being re¬ 
born fundamentally different, 
no longer existing as a working 
class option within the safe 
haven of the far left. But now 
In effect coerced and from a 
tiny base, to begin at once the 
work of sculpting its its 
Insurrectionary successor, or go 
under. 

Unsurprisingly class 

composition came to be 
regarded as a vital piece In 
the Jigsaw. At a conference in 
1991 tbe following proposal 
was passed 'That the National 
Council would preclude from 
recognising entitlement to 
delegate representation on 
regional or national councils 
nay branch exclusively 
composed of students for the 
seme r eason so breach would 
be accepted la which two 
thirds of the membership did 

aot consist of wage labourers 
manual or clerlcaL* (This 

included the 'unemployed who 
constitute condition of 
Capitalist production aot 
mere ly a consequence of 
capital conditions'.) 

During the debate a number of 
reservations were expressed 

Le. that all students were not 
necessarily middle class and It 
might discriminate against 
students of working class 
origin; that the politics of any 
organisation determine the 

quality of recruits rather than 
constitutional barriers... and 
that In any case the robust 
implementation of RA's policy 
on Ireland and Anti-Fascism, 
would on their own prove a 
sufficient distinctive to any 
opportunist elements... 

Students while students In en 
economic sense, are neither 
middle nor working class, but 
for the duration occupy an 

economic position within 
society that identifies them as 
a sub-group with a set of 
interests common and exclusive 
to themselves which may or 
may not, depending on 
objective factors correspond 

with the Interests of the 

working class, not unnaturally 
students only ever align 
themselves to progressive 

causes en mass when It Is seen 
to Interact with their own 

Immediate self Interest. 

While statistics demonstrate 

that the vest majority continue 
to come from privileged 

backgrounds (in 1994, 70 

percent of new university 
students came from the 

'professional managerial" 

background with only 1.1% 
from an unskilled manuel 
background) and students 
themselves by their nature 
privileged is In itself not 

sufficient reason to recommend 
them for exclusion. For the 

exceptional cases who would 
play renagade on their own 
class and as a result forfeit a 


accommodation has been made. 
Nor is it the Intention to 
exclude students generally, or 
indeed anyone else who might 
be of use. 

For instance even Frlnce 
Charles could Join but we 
wow Id beulk at the family 
setting up a Buckingham 
Palace branch! 

Rather the passing of the 
proposal should be seen as a 
safeguard against them as 

'privileged section' while 
representing RA excluding 
others (l.e. working class 
elements) by accident or 
design through an instinctive 
orientation in their polltlcel 
work towards that with which 
they are familiar and so 
recruiting exclusively from the 
politically talented within the 
tiny cloister of tho formally 
educated. At the end of the 
day It is a question of balance 
like pepper in soup within our 
own organisation and also to 
redress the critical Imbalance 
within the left generally. While 
the figure of two-thirds can 
be regarded as arbitrary its 
only purpose Is to guarantee 
an in built working class 
majority within the 

organisation as a whole 
without (ailing in to the trap 
of exclusionism. 

While it la certainly tree that 
the politics of an organisation 
determines the quality of Its 
recruits It must be 
remembered that the 
membership alone determine 
the quality of its politics. 

If for instance there was an 
explosion of student militancy 
as in 1998 with the ranks of 
the organisation bloated 
tenfold by a sudden influx, 
which inevitably altered the 
class ratio, then it Is safe to 
assume that at some future 
date the politics and their 
Implementation would as well. 
It Is not a case of putting the 
radicalised workers in 
quarantine at times of social 
upheaval; keeping them and 
their ideas pure and apart 
from other dissatisfied 
elements within society. On 
the contrary In It Is the 
primary function of any 
revolutionary organisation to 
harness this energy, by being 
equipped to assimilate and 
digest the declassed and 
opportunistic elements always 
drawn towards it In a time of 
crisis. Being aware all the 
while, that their equally honest 
desire for change Is prompted 
by totally different motives. 
Any revolutionary group which 
has not Installed or had seen 
fit to dispense with the 
apparatus to uphold the 
sovereignty of the working 
class with its own organisation, 
would clearly have little to 
offer the progressive elements 
by way of revolutionary 
leadership amidst the confusion 
of civil war. 

Consequently there can be no 
precise amalgamation,no 

synthesis of interests within 
the revolutionary organisation, 
there are Junior partners whose 
particular Interests must 
always remain subordinate to 
the "ultimate aim* of the 
working class movement as a 
whole. 

It is in the short term a 
political principle, that 
provides a practice guidelinn 
to the various branches and 
regions that properly focus the 
working class orientation of 
their activity. 

Where yoe sow yoe reap 

without the coesisteat 
agitation among the moat 
alienated, without this ooeataet 
bias, without Institutionalising 
this prejudice la favoer of the 
core coestltueacy, no genuine 
revolutionary organisation can 
ever be built. 
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The disintegration o( the 
Soviet Hate has given the 
conservative left la tbli 
country tne biggest )olt It has 
ever received. Whether or not 
thle jolt la enough to force 
tech pertlea to reconsider their 
role la relation to the working 
clean remain* to be aeen. The 
signs, deaplte the fractnre of 
Militant Into warring faction*, 
are not auaplcloua. 

Unregenerate Stallniati atlde, 
the attempts to apply bandage* 
to the corpse of a dead 
ideology focua upon Trotsky's 
theory of the Soviet Union a* 
a "degenerate worker*' atate*. 

The laaue* Involved here, 
though regrettably mired In 
some fairly repulalve lefty 
logic chopping, are very 
Important. For any analyal*. 
whether dreaaed In Maralat 
terminology or not, that claim* 
to 'prove' that the totalitarian 
monatronaitle* of the Eaatern 
Bloc were •erfcara' atatoa. or 
that they repreaented form* of 
aoclety that were 'tranaitlonal' 
to aoclallam, muat be rejected 
outright. And If organiaatlon* 
auch a* Militant peralat in 
maintaining their analyala then 
whatever elte they may be, 
they are not organiaatlon* of 
and for the working claaa, and 
they are not Maralat. Seek 
ttaunt tboeld no kwger be left 
la the party clooot open oely 
to rabid theoretician*. All 
working claaa people have the 
right to kaow aaactly what 
theae organisation* are really 
aboat. 

Trotaky't analyala of the 
Stallnlat atate I* moat fully 
developed In The Revolution 
Betrayed', publlthed In 1937. 
In ettence it amount* to a 
repudiation of hi* earlier 
career within the Bolthevlk 
party, at demonttrated In the 
laat edition of Red Action, no. 
61. Trotaky, however, refute* 
to acknowledge It at auch. 
Specifically, he refute* to 
come to term* with the 
fundamental ahortcomlng* of 
hit political practice while a 
leading member of the 
Bolthevlk party during It* 
bureaucratic phate - which In 
the end lead* him to a 
diaaatroualy formallttlc 

characterlaatlon of the 
Stallnlat atate. Thin 
'formaliam' emerge* In 
practice a* nothing leu than 
an apology for Stallniam. 


THE EMPEROR’S 
NEW CLOTHES 

TtoMyOdw) expired'etyMed' dmunced I 


A ttrlklng contradiction 
emerge* within Trotaky't 
analyala: he fully acknowledge* 
the totalitarian nature of the 
Stallnlat atate and the aevere 
level* of exploitation of the 
working data it achieved. Yet 
he refute* to concede that thl* 
amount* to their political or 
economic etpropriation. 

Since the economy of the 


material eiittence, lack of 
free movement, with terrible 
police repreaaion penetrating 
the life of every factory, It It 
hard Indeed for the worker to 
feel hlmaelf a 'free 
workman'.* 

It la not merely a queatlon of 
generalited hardship amongat 
the working claaa, but of the 
reaurrection of exploitation 
enforced by owe clan upon 
another. The relation of the 
bureaucracy to the tmall 
peaaantry Trotaky continue*, 
reaembled "the old landlord - 
peon contracts". Class 
differentiation became 

emphatlaed to a degree hardlv 
known even under Taarltm: 
"From the point of view of 
property in the meant of 
production—the difference* 
between the head of a firm 
and a day labourer—seem not 
to eilat at all. Nevertheleu, 
the former occupy lordly 
apartments, enjoy aeveral 
aummer hornet in varioua part* 
of the country, have the beat 
automobile* at their 
disposal... The latter live In 
wooden barracks often without 
partition*, lead a half-hungry 
eiittence and go barefoot." 

Yet at the end of this decisive 
and penetrating analyala, 
Trotaky again declare* that the 
proletariat la the "dominant 
data" in Soviet aocletyll 

Trotaky't conclusion, which he 
never mrrendera, that the 
USSR remain* a workers' 
state, bewllderlngly coeiiatt 
with the recognition that: 

"It would be difficult to 
Imagine a contrast more 
ttrlklng than that which exists 
between the schema of the 
workers' atate according to 
Marx, Engela and Lenin, and 
the actual state now headed 
by Stalin." 

For a* Marx wrote In the 
Communist Manifeato: 

"the first step In the 

revolution by the working 

clau la to raise the proletariat 
to the position of the ruling 
clau." 

Thl* clearly refers to the 

political rule of the clau u 
the first atep la the 

coeatitatloe of a worker*' 
state. 

Trotsky on the other hand, 


Trotsky, is a dogmatic 
abatractlon without any visible 
means of theoretical support. 

Trotsky's proposed defence la 
that although the Soviet Union 
Is a totalitarian atate, 
ruthleuly controlled by a 
bureaucratic 'caste'. It must 
be defended a* a progreuive 
workers' state In relation to 
the capitalist state* based on 
a property owning bourgeoisie. 
This is apparently on the 
grounds that the members of 
the Soviet bereeecracy as 
Individuals have ao formal 
claim or legal title to the 
moans of production It 
controls. 

"The nationalisation of the 
land and the means of 
Industrial production 

...constitute the basis of the 
Soviet social structure 
.-Through these relatlons—the 
nature of the Soviet Union as 
a proletarian state Is for us 
basically defined." 

Refining this defence, Trotsky 
elaborates: 

"The bureaucracy has not yet 
created social supports for Its 
dominion In the form of 
special types of property. It Is 
compelled to defend state 
property as the source of Its 
power and income. In this 
aspect of Its activity It still 
remains a weapon of 
proletarian dictatorship.” 


change In proprietorship." 

Still more concretely, Trotsky 
cannot help but acknowledge 
that. 

"The transfer of the factories 
to the state changed that 
situation of the worker only 
juridically. In reality, he Is 
compelled to live In want and 
work a definite number of 
hours for a definite wage." 

It should be added, preclaely 
as under capitalism. Also, 
precisely as under capitalism, 
the ruling clast appropriates a 
proportion of the surplus 
product of tha labour of the 
exploited class at a component 
of their own Income; 

"The differences In Income are 
determined In other words, not 
only by differences In 
Individual productlveneu, but 
also by a masked appropriation 
of the product of the labour 
of others." 

In other words, "The privileged 
minority— It living at the 
expense of the deprived 
majority.* 

So what's new? 

Even today. Trotskyists 
continue to to deny that the 
bureaucracy, since It Is not 
bated on bourgeois property. Is 
a clau: they follow Trotsky In 
hit preference for the term 
'strata' or 'caste'. They then 
say that as the state must be 
the Instrument of a clau, and 


—but by political measures 
taken by the dictatorship." 

So It appears that after all, 
the economic basis of the 
Soviet regime (nationalisation) 
does not ensure that It Is a 
workers' state. The fact that 
the bureaucracy is a strata 
and not a clan Is now, 
apparently. Irrelevant. There Is 
another factor and It is 
decisive. Trotsky assures us 
that the bureaucracy, though 
neither proletarian in 
composition nor under any 
form of direct political control 
by the proletariat, nonetheleu 
preserves a proletarian 
political programme. How for 
a Marxist, is this possible? 
Trotsky says it Is because the 
bureaucracy, 

"continues to preserve state 
property to the extent that It 
fears the proletariat." 


So Trotsky asks as to believe 
that although having been 
politically expropriated by the 
bureaucracy, having been 

totally divorced from the 
control of the means of 
production sad to some extent 
from the free disposal of Its 
ows labour power, and lacking 
for all bet the most basic 


-MARXIST GROUPS WHICH RETAIN 
THE 'WORKERS STATE THEORY CAN NO 
LONGER BE CONSIDERED AS ORGANISATIONS 
OF AND FOR THE WORKING CLASS” 


To this, one only has to object 
that 'social supports" of 
bereeecratlc control may not 
exist In the formal or 
legalistic sense* Trotsky 
requires, bet do exist Is 
reality. Thane are well known: 
the elimination of workers' 
democracy or democracy of 
any kind, the distribution of 
p aus e mar goods la favour of 
the bereeecracy. tfco 
bureaucracy's absolute control 
of the means of production, 
the elimination of political 
factions and debate - nod 


the bureaucracy Is not a clau, 
then the workers, as the oely 
clau In Soviet society must 
control the state. This sounds 
a silly argument and It Is. 
Marx defined claues 
principally In relation to their 
role In production. Trotsky 
himself Is commendably clear 
that the Stalinist bureaucracy 
collectively possessed a 
controlling relationship to the 
means of production Just as 
absolute and undemocratic as 
any bourgeois board of 
directors. 


all dlaoent being dealt with by 
tha concentration camp and 
the firing aqead. It Is only 
•fear of the workers" that 

Inhibits the bureaucracy from 
the formal restitution of 
bourgeois capitalist property! 

This Is comparable to claiming 
that when a person Is robbed 
of all his goods at the point 
of a gun, the robber's fear of 
the victim prevents him from 
taking the receipts! Even more 
absurd Is the subsequent claim 
that the victim's posseuion of 
the receipts, the 'legal 
sxpreulon' of the property 
relations, 'proves' he still 
owns the goods stolen from 
hlmll This Is precisely what 
Trotsky argues when he says 
that the nationalisation of the 
means of production guarantees 
the position of the proletariat 
as the dominant class In a 
workers' state. 


The correct retort to this 


progreuive la the crucial sense 
of beiag a material advance 
upon the eooeomic and social 
organisation of bourgeois 

Serge claims, it could hardly 
be disputed, least of all by 
socialists, that: 

"all that was done In the 
USSR would have been done 
much better by a Soviet 
democracy—" 

Or if the current Trotsky!te 
left really believes that a 
period of totalitarian party 
dictatorship Is aa essential 
pracoodltioe of the transit km 
to aoclallam or of socialist 
construction Itself, (oee not 
foresees by Marx) It should 
make this plaia to the working 
clans It claims to represent. 

It is obvious that the failure 
of the centralised command 
economy to develop the forces 
of production (contrary to 
Trotsky's forecast) has been 
the principal factor in the 
precipitous collapse of the 
Stalinist regimes. The history 
of the past 50 years provides 
the most conclusive disproof 
possible of Trotsky's analysis. 
For Marxists this Is the key: 
(or the level of the productive 
forces determines the level of 
the social relations that 
correspond to It. 

Hoisting future Trotskyists high 
on their own petard, he urges 
that, 

"While the economic life of 
capitalist countries no longer 
teaches us anything except 
different forms of stagnation 
and decay, the nationalised and 
planned economy of the USSR 
Is the greatest school for all 
humanity aspiring to a better 
future." 

Tell that to the Russian miners 
on strike for soap! 

But Is there the slightest scrap 
of empirical evidence for the 
proposal that the Soviet state 
was In 'transition' to a 
socialist society? Were the 
shops full of food? Were the 
conditions of the workers In 
their workplaces steadily 
Improving? Was the length of 
the working week steadily 
declining? Were housing 
conditions the envy of workers 
in the West? Was there a 
consistent extension of 
workers' democracy? Was 
there an Increasing proportion 
of workers In the state 
apparatus? Were the members 
of the Politburo recallable 
worker delegates? Was the 
KGB withering away? Had 
censorship been abolished? 
Have a laugh. 

The verdict of Victor Serge on 
Trotskyism and its legacy, 
delivered in 1939 as Europe 
once again prepared for war, 
can hardly be bettered. It is 


Soviet Union Is la a formal 
sense In the control of the 
working class, he argues. It 
follows that it Is a form of 
workers' state. His argument 
la an aati-workiag clau 
moastroeity from beginning to 
eod. 

He admits first, that from 
1924, the Bolshevik regime was 
"compelled to retreat step by 
step by the rural petty 
bourgeoisie", resulting in the 
"complete suppression of party 
and Soviet democracy". This 
political expropriation of the 
working class is accompanied 
by Increasing economic 
exploitation. As Stalin 
intensified pressure upon the 
proletariat, "the Soviet Union 
not only caught up to, but far 
surpaued the capitalist 
countries" In relation to the 
level of exploitation. He writes 
that the Stakhanov campaign 
[labour Intensification coupled 
with piecework] by 

"introducing sharp antagonisms 
Into the proletariat—presented 
at times the picture of a 
small civil war." To raise 
productivity, 

"the new state resorted to the 
old methods of pressure upon 
the muscles and nerves of the 
worker. There grew up a corps 
of slave drivers. The 


prefers to stress Lenin's 
amendment of this scheme, 
according to which, under 
communism, "the bourgeois 
state will survive without the 
bourgeoisie". This appears to 
Imply that the Stalinist state 
Is a bourgeois state run by an 
undemocratic, though not 
bourgeois, 'bureaucratic caste' 

- in any case certainly not by 
the workers themselves. But 
Trotsky argues that it Is 
managed by this bureaucracy 
under such conditions and in 
such a way as to transform It 
Into a workers state (though a 
'degenerate' or 'deformed' 
one). lie elaborates this 
absurdity by explaining that, 
"the workers' state was 
compelled to create a 
'bourgeois' type of instrument 

- that Is, the same old 
policeman, although In a new 
uniform." 

This, as readers of Marx's 
'Civil War in France' wlU 
recall, Is precisely what Marx 
warned must not be allowed to 
happen if the transition to 
socialist forms of society Is to 
be made. 

The workers' state, Trotsky 
continues, has thus "acquired a 
totalitarian-bureaucratic 
character", even to the extent 


tboue most notorious forms of 
social support, the political 
police and the concentration 
camp. 

This focus upon the 
nationalisation of the means of 
production (the Militant 
programme for revolution!) 
becomes stranger still, since 
Trotsky recognises that 
although, "the means of 
production belong to the 
state—the state, so to speak, 
'belongs' to the bureaucracy." 
So the bureaucracy owns the 
means of production after all! 
Property relations persist In 
the Soviet Union, but In the 
form of the collective property 
of the bureaucracy In place of 
the Individual property rights 
of the bourgeoisie. So where 
does this leave the 'workers' 
state'? 

me pressure of common sense 
threatens to overturn the 
dogmatism of his analysis at a 
number of other points. 
Trotsky himself provides a 
good Illustration of the sort of 
objection to the 'degenerate 
workers' state' line that would 
occur to a miner at the coal 
face or a worker on an 
assembly line: 

"If a ship is declared 
collective property, but the 


He recognises that the 
bureaucracy Is an "Independent 
factor", the sole privileged and 
commanding stratum", an 
"uncontrolled force dominating 
the masaes", possessing "the 
specific consciousness of a 
ruling 'class'", a "ruling caste 
In the proper sense of the 
word", consisting of some 15\ 
of the population as "the 
authentic social basis of the 
autocratic ruling circles", a 
"Soviet aristocracy", reinforced 
by a "firm inner solidarity* 
which "devours a very 
considerable part of the 
surplus value". Why then, in 
the strictest Marxist terms, 
does the bureaucracy not 
constitute a clasa? On the 
basis of Trotsky's analysis of 
the position of the Soviet 
bureaucracy Itself, there can 
be no answer. 


This tension Is highlighted by 
his tentative admission that, so 
far from the legal form of 
property relations being 
paramount In the maintenance 
of the workers' state, It Is In 
fact the political coeteat of 
the bureaucracy's dictatorship 
that is crucial. This ha says. Is 
especially true when ownership 
of the means of production 


absurdity Is to point out that 
nationalised or state property 
Is not some kind of proletarian 
foothold within an otherwise 
totalitarian, exploitative 

society. It is actually the 
appropriate juridical forai of 
property relatioaa within a 
class dictatorship of the 
bureeucracy - In the same way 
as Individual bourgeois property 
is the form appropriate to the 
very different historical and 
superstructural conditions of 
classical capitalism. 

Trotsky's arguments for the 
reality of a workers' state In 
the political form of Stalinism 
are therefore, totally without 

substance. However. In terms 
of political practice, the core 
of Trotaky's aaalysls shifts, 
aad caa be soea to revolve 
aroead the simple claim that 
the Staliaist regime, evea at 
the height of Its atrocities 
against the working claaa. 
remained "progressive". And 
what does "progressive" mean 
In this context? 

"The progressive role of the 
Soviet bureaucracy coincides 
with the period devoted to 
Introducing into the Soviet 
Union the most Important 
elements of capitalist 
technique." 


worth quoting at length: 

■I came to the conclusion that 
our Opposition had 

simultaaooesly contained two 
opposing Haas of significance. 
For the great majority of Its 
membars It had meoat 
resistance to totalitarianism la 
the name of tha democratic 
Ideals expressed at the 
beginning of the revolution; for 
a number of our Old Bolshevik 
leader* It meaat, oa the 
contrary, the defence of 
doctrinal orthodoxy which—was 
authoritarian through aad 

through. If, la his exile from 
the USSR. [Trotsky) had made 
hlmaelf the Ideologist of a 
roeewed Socialism, critical la 
outlook and faarlag diversity 
leas tbaa dogmatism, perhaps 
he would have attained a new 
greatness—But—he saw bis role 
as that of one carrying lato 
tha world at large a movement 
which was aot only Russian but 
axtlact la Russia Itself, killed 
twice over, both by the bullets 
of Its exeeatioeera aad by 
chaagaa la humaa mentality." 

Fifty years later the left is 
still awaiting the "renewed 
socialism" of which Serge 
speaks. 'Marxist' groups which 
retain the 'workers' state' 
theory can no longer be 
considered as organisations of 


management of Industry that Stalinism and fascism are 
became superbureaucratlc. The "symmetrical phenomena" 
workers lost all Influence showing "a deadly similarity", 
whatever upon the management By now it plainly appears that 
of the factory. With piecework the term 'workers' state', 
payment, hard conditions of clung to so tenaciously by 


passengers continue to be and political power are fused 
divided Into first, second and together In the state: 
third class passengers, "The predominance of socialist 
differences in the conditions of over petty bourgeois tendencies 
life will hove Infinitely more Is guaranteed, not by the 
Importance than the juridical automlsm of the economy 


The central pillar of the •"<! for the working class. The 

Trotskylte position It now dustbin of history 1s once 

emerges, Is the premise that •*■!" °P #n f° r business, 

the Stalinist state, with what beckoning invitingly towards 

Trotsky terms "all its th * R uru * of ‘be old Trotskylte 
contradictoriness". Is orthodoxy. 



Sli hundred people led by five 
Republican flute bandi marched 
through the centre of Glasgow 
to commemorate the mataacre 
of fourtaen Derry men by the 
Brltlah Paratroop Regiment, 
twenty yeara ago. Thla was the 
flrat republican demonstration 
to be allowod Into the city 
centre since the hunger strike 
of ten yeara ago. It also 
followed a council ban on a 
Hunger Strike Commemoration 
last September (see last Issue 
RA). 

About a thousand police were 
on duty with warnings to 
eipect serious trouble from 
the three hundred BNP/Loyalist 
counter demonstrators. There 
were twenty three arrests for 
public order offences, all from 
the other side. Interestingly 
enough, the fascists also 
Included a number of Chelsea 
boneheads. 

Presumably tha site of the 
counter demonstration was 
aldad by the fact that the 
march was held on the day of 
a Rangers home game which 
made It easier for the 
opposition to organise their 
forces. The march organisers, 
the Labour committee on 
Ireland, declared It a success. 
It has to be stated, however, 
that without the participation 
of the Republican Bands 
Alliance, the LCI would have 
been bard pushed to find two 
people to carry their banner, 
lot alone at toad tha march I 

Thair agenda for Irish marches 
Is not a republican one. They 
refused to have the march 
advertised In the pro- 
republican Celtic famine, 
"Tlocfaidh Ar La", leaflets 
produced for the Hunger Strike 
march (free or charge by RA) 
were said to be "too 
controversial" because they 
contained Republican symbolism 
and were printed on Tricolour 
paperl No flyposting was 

permitted and Celtic fans were 

leafleted with a bland and 
uninspiring leaflet at an away 
game the week before the 
march. No meetings In local 
areas took place prior to the 
march. 

la other words, the LCI-led 
committee, despite their 

attempts to relegate 

"republicanism" to the 


the run up to the march. 
Public meetings could also 
have been held In these areas. 
A consistent campaign amongst 
football supporters could also 
have matlmised the turn out. 

It Is obvious from the march 
that the left, as represented 
by groups like the LCI, have 
no members, no support, no 
pulling power and no policies 
that can seriously force a 
British withdrawal from 
Ire la ad. 

This was clearly demonstrated 
the night before the march at 
the LCI public meeting where 
their case was put by Glasgow 
Central Labour MP, Mike 
Watson, lie argued for the 
troops to be withdrawn and 
replaced with a UN 
peacekeeping force! Whilst 
Watson deserves respect as 
probably the only Glasgow 
Labour MP who will put his 
head above the parapet when 
It comes to Ireland, his 
remarks show the complete 
Impotence of Labour, right and 
left, on this issue. Speaker 
after speaker, from the floor, 
attacked Labours record and 
poured acorn on the idea that 
the UN would be any more 
neutral In the conflict than 
the Brits. 

The nonsense of the UN 
solution was best summed up 
by the last two speakers from 
the floor, one from Red Action 
and the other from the Bands 
Alliance. The Red Action 
speaker said: 

"The word buffer has been 
used with regard to tha role 
of the UN peacekeeping force. 
By stating that the UN would 
act an a 'buffer' betweee tha 
two communities, you Imply 
that a 'buffer' already asiats 
to kaup them apart 
Presumably. tha esistiag 
'buffer' Is the British Army. 
Therefore why bother to argue 
for tha replacement of one 
occupying force with another. 
It's absurd. Anyway what kind 
of UN peacekeeping force do 
you muon? What about the one 


which has failed oven before It 
ban gone Into Yugoslavia. What 
about the UN peacekaepars la 
Cypras? Or the UN 
poacekaapiag force that was so 
seccesafal la the LebanoaT 
Maybe we should sand la the 
Syrians who seem to bo 
'keeping the peace' in Beirut! 
Or what about the 
pea cek eepers of the UN who 
were led iato the Calf War by 
America. It wouldn't work. 

Instead of planing oar hopus on 

a vote for tho Labour Party at 
the general election, even an 
LCI type Labour Party, the 
cause of Ireland would be bast 
served by backing materially 
the people who vote for Siaa 
Pain and the rep reuse tatives of 
the forces of liberation, 
the IRA". 

A member of the Bund's 
Alliance: 

"I'd Ilka to ask how you are 
going to sell a replacement of 
one army with another army 
to the people of Derry. South 
Tyrooe, South Armagh and 
West Belfast. All Irish areas, 
eatioaallst areas, which are 
already Illegally occupied by 
the Brits? How can they 
expect the UN to be aay more 
'neutral' than the troops that 
are there now? Aay UN force 
will be rospoasibie to its 
political masters at home and 
will be governed by the ruling 
political parties of their 
homeland. I dread to think 
that them could be Proach 
troops on Irish soil who could 
be answering to a fascist like 
Le Pen or Italians, German 

and other troops answering to 
their right wing political 
mas tarsi” 

The question for all of us who[ 
wish to see the development! 
of a healthy republican 

movement In Scotland Is why 
we are being guided politically 
by people like the LCI who, by 
their actions, make It clear 
that they do not share our 
alms and they most certainly 

do not share the aims of the 
movement In Ireland. 

They are typical careerists 
who will use the Issue of 
Ireland to establish their 
"straat credibility" before 

moving upwards la Labour's! 
bureaucracy. We should not 
allow them to politically police 


* 
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attempt to build their own 
"aoa-rapeblicaa* Bloody Sunday 
Commemoration. Without the 
sapport of republicans, the 
attendance at the march ooeld 
have bees counted on oae 
band) Despite the best efforts 
of the trendy left, the march 


We believe that the march was 
significant in that It took 
place at all. However, RA 
members believe that 
republicanism hat far greater 
potential in Glaagow. The 
march could have been built 
for In areas where there Is a 
natural reservoir of support for 
our tide. The Gorbals, Royston 
and other districts could have 
been leafleted and pottered In 


wr ** 


if 




IA thou vi 

md police were on duty to keep BN 

^Loyalists 


bltcana/Soclallsts apart. 




This month hat seen one of 
the most blatant British cover- 
ups In the history of occupied 
Ireland, though due to the 
censorship of Nationalist 
representatives the state 
controlled media have turned a 
blind eye and ear to It. 


this rank Nelson had access to, 
"all filet and Information from 
our police contacts... to be 
studied and filed for further 
use." Although he didn't deal 
directly with those police 
contacts ho had to know who 
they were to assets the value 


wore to take place. Where was 
the SAS ambush In these 

situations? He let it be known 
he was Involved In or 
responsible for at least 

seventeen murders of which 

military intelligence had 

previous knowledge. It did the 


of the Information they handed trick, lilt case was discussed 


On 3rd February Brian Nelson 
was sentenced to ten years 
imprisonment by Lord Justice 
Kelly at Belfast crown court. 
Now to the uninitiated this 
may seem like a pretty harsh 


over. 

One would have thought that 
at this time Nelson's )ob 
would have been done. He 
knew who the loyalist hit-men 


at Cabinet level-probably 
resulting In the subsequent 
deal through which he pleaded 
guilty to lessur charges while 
murder charges were dropped. 


sentence but when one realises 
that he pleaded guilty to over 
twenty charges which Included 
attempted murder and 
conspiracy then the question 
must be asked, why such a 
light sentence? The case takes 
on an even more slnlstor 
aspect when one hears that 
the prosecution took It upon 
themselves to drop two murder 
charges and thirteen other 
serious offences. In doing so 
crown lawyer Brian Kerr QC 
told Justice Kelly that his 
decision to drop the charges, 
"was reached after a 
painstaking and scrupulous 


were and he knew who their 
contacts were in the RUC, 
UDR and British army. Wasn't 
the whole idea of the 
discredited and whitewashed 
Steven's enquiry to put an end 
to loyalist paramilitary/security 
force collusion? Well then, 
surely Brian Nelson had all the 
information needed to put this 
to an end, but then this is 
Ireland and under British rule 
things aren't so simple here. 

Whatever the reason for 
keeping Nelson "In the field" 
during the Steven's enquiry 
backfired badly on military 


As a result of this deal a 
military colonel gave evldonce 
that made Nelson out to be a 
hero. Rather than murder 
seventeen people, and 
commission many more, he 
saved over two hundred lives, 
lives which were put at risk 
by security force leaks. The 
colonel went on to testify that 
Nelson was a brave man who 
to cover his own life 
occasionally stepped over the 
legal line but was a valued 
agent. 

Qaeatloa: When solicitor Pat 
linuianr* was murderd bv 



May 1*74, members of the 
security forces stand behind 
a masked and uniformed 
loyalist paramilitary, during 
the loyalist General Strike 
to bring down the 'power- 
sharing' assembly. In 1992, 
ns the case of Brian Nelson 
has highlighted, the relations 
-hip between these two 
party's Is as close as ever. 


assassmant of possible 
avidantial difficulties with the 
prosecution". 

This may have given tha 
Illusion of a fair and unbiased 
case, but to anyone who knows 
Kerr and Kelly, who have 
Jailed many Nationalists on 
trumped up charges, not to 
mention that Nelson admitted 
his part In the murders and 
other offences, another 
question begs asking, why all 
the chicanery and devlousnass 
in getting Nelson off these 
charges? To answer both the 
above questions one must know 
exactly who Brian Nelson Is 
and what sort of a hold he has 
over the Brit authorities. 

Nelson, a former soldier In the 
Black Watch regiment was 
living In Germany when 
approached by the British 
military Intelligence to return 
to the sis counties and 
Infiltrate the UDA for them. 
To boost his standing within 
that organisation his army 
handlers leaked Information on 
known and suspected 
Republicans to him which were 
handed to loyalist murder 
squads, because of this "high 
level" Information Nelson 
became what loyalist sources 
describe as, "Intelligence co¬ 
ordinator." The same source 
revealed that while holding 


intelligence. Instead of letting 
Nelson's evidence be used to 
end this enquiry they let him 
run on with the Inevitable 
result that when all the scape¬ 
goats were thrown to the 
wolves Nelson was among 
them, despite having handed at 
least one suitcase, and perhaps 
more, full of documents passed 
on by security forces. 
Incidentally, no members of 
the RUC wore ever charged by 
the Stevens enquiry. Those 
charged were almost all UUK 
men who were known to have 
UDA/UVF links. 

So, Nelson was Inside and 
looking at life Imprisonment, 
which he undoubtedly deserved 
while his military handlers 
were out, no doubt trying to 
coerce someone else to take 
Nelson's place, life goes on 
after all. Then came the 
rumblings from Crumlin Road 
Goal, that Nelson was talking. 

Nelson was beglning to barter 
for his freedom. He let it bn 
known to military intelligence 
that If ho went down so did 
they. Little tlt-blts of 
information began leaking out. 
Nelson admitted his part In 
the murders of Gerard Slane 
and Terence McDald but what 
now emerged was that he had 
told military Intelligence prior 
to these murders that they 


the UFF, set up by Hnun 
Nelson* 

the legal profession as a whole 
condemned his murder as an 
outrage. Why didn't they dig 
deeper into the Nelson case 
for the sake of their murdered 
colleague, mslcud of lolling 
a deal be 'truck 9 
Question: While the British an? 
the Brit controlled media brag 
of their Investigative 
journalism (one Irish paper in 
a banner headline proclaimed 
ROW AS GAY PROVO KILLER 
COMES OUT OF CLOSET, 
(malth thu mo chara,) why 
didn't they want to know how 
corrupt the British system up 
to Cabinet level are? 

Question: Will Brian Nelaon 
aerve a full five years? Or 
will he, like army instructor 
Cameron Hasty, who passed 
Information on Terence 
McDald to Nelaon and who Is 
back In the army as an 
Instructor, sorve only eighteen 
months? 

Question: How can the 

Nationalist people over accept 
the British legal or Judicial 
(system ai fair, unbiased or 
correct while their system Is 
so blatantly corrupt, biased, 
isectarian, racist etc etc. 

M. Collins 

Belfast 



"The Spirit of Freedom .' 
ft e vtewed by a tarswr P.O.W. 
on Red Action** behalf. 

When I received a copy of 
'The Spirit Of Freedom' I 
thought to myself "Here we 
go, another attempt by a 
British left wing group to earn 
a few bob off the Irish 
struggle.” I expected It to be 
yet another one of those 
pamphlets full of IRA/IN LA 
propaganda photos and full of 
the usual 'Tlochfald ar la, belr 
bus and onward to victory 
rhetoric, another one of those 
thrown together pamphlets 
which looks good but says 
absolutely nothing. 

On reading the Introduction to 
• book or pamphlet the reader 
can usually tell whether It is 
worthwhile reading on or 
catting It aside. On reading 
Attack International! 

Introduction to 'The Spirit Of 


Freedom' I knew automatically 
that this was not the ordinary 
run-of-the-mill propaganda 
piece on Ireland and It's 
struggle. Moat people In 
Britain believe that the Irish 
struggle began In 1971 with 
the shooting of Gunner Robert 
Curtis, the first British soldier 
to be shot dead by the IRA. 
'THe Spirit Of Freedom' right 
from the outset dispels this 
myth by giving the reader a 
brief history of Ireland going 
back to 1170 when an army of 
Nor nan mercenaries under the 
leadership of the Earl of 
Pembroke invaded Ireland. 

From start to finish It dispels 
many myths and lies concocted 
by the British state showing 
Ireland's struggle as a religious 
war fought by a divided nation 
with the British there as 
'peace keepers.' It gives the 
real reasons why Britain 
cannot afford to lose it's Mx 


county Statelet. In the words 
of Sir John Biggs-Davidson the 
late Tory MP "If we loae in 
Belfast, we may have to fight 
In Brlxton and Birmingham." 
Although directed at educating 
the leu politically aware In 
Britain I would thoroughly 
recommend It to those who 
believe they already know all 
there la to know about Ireland. 
While In Long Keth a group of 
prisoners having read the same 
book would meet to discuss, 
criticise or praise that work. I 
believe that, were It allowed 
Into Irlah prisons, 'The Spirit 
Of Freedom 1 would quickly 
circulate the wings and be the 
cause of much discussion and 
debate, I know I will be 
recommending It to other ex- 
prisoners with whom I'm still 
In contact. 

In the appendix-Bringing the 
war home, Attack International 
•ays that everyone remembers 


Enlskillen, but who remombers 
Gerald Flynn, a three year old 
child run ovor by a British 
Army landrover in June 1986. 
A myriad of 'atrocities' can 
hr levelled by both tides, the 
British state and tho Irish 
people, In this struggle. 
Regardless of what the Brit 
propagandists say no-one here 
gloats over Enlskillen, Teebane 
or the likes, but Incidents like 
this are inevitable while 
Britain maintains her strangle 
hold on the Irish people. One 
way o! breaking this strangle 
hold Is for the British people 
to demand that British troops 
be withdrawn from Ireland and 
tho Irish be given back their 
right to aelf determination. To 
this end I as an ex POW and 
member of tho Irlah working 
clait commend Attack 
International for attempting to 
raise the nwareneu of the 
people In Britain. 



THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM* 
It available from Red Anion 
via the RM boa no. priced 
tl plus 25p pAp. 









_'the madmen of 

red action 1 _ 

Ked Act ion, have nrver been reticent Hboul making public 
our view* on the inadequacies of the far left, nor alow 
to ridicule the drooling groin clutching fantasies of figure* 
and organisation* on ihe far right. While the opinion* 
of «be former are well documented, we thought our reader* 
might be interested In what the latter have to say about 
ut. 

The February/March edition of 'British Nationalist' In 
an article on the 'ulledged' division* in the antl-faaclst 
movement took time out to refer to Red Action in a 
way that can only be described as gratuitously offensive. 

a li would appear that the various group* now lined up 
against the BNP hate each other as passionately as they 
hate us. In a recent issue of the occasional newspaper 
of a tiny red grouplet called 'Red Action' (which has 
links with AFA) there was a veheme nt attach on the Social 
1st Workers Party (the main force behind ANAL), Clasa 
War, the Revolutionary Communist Party, Militant, the 
National Black Caucus, the Society of Black Lawyers, 
the Workers Party, the Socialist Party of Great Britain, 
the Leninist newspaper, the Labour Committee on Ireland 
end indeed Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky themselves. The 
antipathies that exist between these various communist 
organisations make relations between different nationalist 
groups look positively cordial. Indeed the only organisation 
that Red Action seems to respect is the British National 
Pwty, for what It said about us was a veritable compliment. 
Wnat I personally found the most hurtful was the fact 

that they introduced us as A tiny red grouplet. Surely 

TMI-. tiny red etc would have been more appropriate. 

Anyway you get hardened to those kinds of remarks after 
a while. The NF, for reasons of morale still deny our 
distance and consistently accredit some of the finest 
operations to the Labour Party (bastards). Bulldog, their 
puper of the YNF, on one occasslon refered to our august 
organisation as "Pink Action." Naturally people were upset, 
about a week later the lead singer of Screwdriver was 

returning to his house accompanied by a male friend with 
a carry-out. suddenly a car pulled up and four rather 

large gentlemen got out and without a word knocked him 
over a wall and started hitting him over the head with 
a traffic sign. Completely hysterical he screamed out 

"Who are you* Who are you?" "Pink Action" came the 

humerous reply. 

That of course is what they feel they HAVE to say 
in public though here is a little snippet of what they 
say about us when talking confidentially among themselves. 
Issue no IS of the League Seminal internal newsletter 

(subscription only) of the League of St George, which 
functions as a bridge between the Monday Club and the 
BNP Is positively littered with references "to A tlnv group- 
let." 'Thugs,' 'violent,' 'vicious' are the destriptlve refer¬ 
ences which predominate. 

■Strange rumours are circulating In left-wl* circles 
regarding a supposed spilt between the Socialist Worker* 
Party, and Anti Fascist Action over some "actions" taken 
by AFA’s "goon squad". Red Action. It Is alleged that 

Red Action have been behind a series of violent attacks 
on prominent Nationalists Including electnrlal candidates, 
and even some elderly members of the public, attendlM 
the book symposium at Kensington library recently. 

Now the word is, that as the SWP are fairly high profile 
In their political activity, holding regular paper-sales, 
they have become the victims of several "outraged young 
nationalists". Several members of the SWP have responded 
by saying. "It wasn't us, It was them" and then naming 
some of the Red Action terrorists. Following all this 
violence. It would now seem that some of the AFA's senior 
members also feel at risk, and are actively taking steps 
to either go Into retirement, or at least distance them 

fro " ,hr of Red Action.... 

WATCH THIS SPACF, 

Of course to be politically correct and Indeed accurate 

“ r . ,he <* *«< AcSnuSSS: 

though Isn't it. * 


ress...sioppress ...stoppress... 




On March 2nd. the rase .igainst four anti-fascists who 
had been on ball for the lost eighteen months on charges 
of violent disorder and affray, collapsed on the opening 
day of the trial. * 

The four along with three fascists including leudlng 
members Richard Ldmonds and Tony 'Tarmac' l.ecnmber 
had been arrested after a Joint BNP/NF attack on an 
AFA leafletting session at Brick Lane (on the fascists 
regular pitch) hod been easily repulsed. Those making 
the arrests were from the Territorial Support Group, a 
latter-day version of the SPG who are similarly aggressive, 
hyped-up etc, and have been deployed against AFA Increas¬ 
ingly at recent events. All seven were bound over to keep 
the peace for eighteen months. 
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RED ACTION 

IN YOUR 
AREA... 

, MANCHESTER GLASGOW 
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FIGHTING TALK srsjrzjsts 

(continued from front page) "LJg* 

a testimony to the accuracy to sentiment rathTthZ 
of the original analysis, class interest. 

It was not a nuke. What On February 22nd the Anti- 
many pnopfe often forget Racist-Alliance lad a three 
to that militants in any thousand strong march on 
field are often only former the BNP bookshop In Welllim. 
moderates-with experience. The lack of resolve of the 

While Anti-Fascist-Act Ion marchers and the organisers 


the mere sight!* of thirty 
BNP supporters outside a 
pub by advance stewards 
caused the march to be 
held back for almost half 
an hour until, the BNP 
were dispersed by police. 

In a follow up the ANL 
launched a postcard campaign 
"aimed at ftoodlf* John 
Major with demands for 
the bookshop to be cloeed 
Immediately.” 

Whatever problems AFA 
may face In the future 
of loam concern to our 
supporters should be the 
possibility that as worth* 
class militants we will ever 


this development to to be 
welcomed, for by abeolvh* 
na of total responsibility 


on the underlying problems 
previously Identified by 
us that everyone else will 
prefer to Ignore. 

With some of the main 
organisations literally fight It* 
each other for the centre 
*"*■*. running duplicate 
campaigns, AFA can lay 
an undisputed claim, without 
fear of challenge, to repre¬ 
sent the militant wli* of 
the anti-fascist anti-racist 
movement, which only came 


Our function aa militants 
Is still the same, to produce 
a pivotal strategy around 
which all else revolves. 
We do not cherish the shallow 
unity of safety In numbers 
be the alliance or league 
formed on a multi-cultural 


the challenge for AFA to 
to expose to their own 


by the rank amateurs or 
posturing dll lent antes control 
ling the competition. On 
the contrary dwuld the 
situation deteriorate as 
expected, similar public 
mobilisations of such taiglble 
impotence, will on the one 
hand invigorate the reaction¬ 
aries, but on the other 
function as recruiting 
se rg eant's for ourselves. 


uuE BAN 
RED ACTION 

(continued from front page) 

confrontation becauss to do so*"';.., 
means to step back from - -— 
political confrontation. - 7!! 

Experience has shown us thatT"*" — 
the greater the freedom the're ^ 
allowed, the worse thelr~-_"^~'~ 

subsequent behaviour. PorM?"-'- 

Instance receetly the Antl-Naxl “**" 
League was reformed and at 
the press conference a 
spokesman said that they were, 

"not into the politics of the 
punch-up". They orgsnlsed ■ . 

mass leaflet of Tower Hamlets ' 

where the BNP are strong and 
within ten minutes of moving at* 
on to the streets In ten yearn Mtlon 
they were ambushed by the UM . , h . lr , 
BNP which left a doten people 
Injured and three hospitaltoed. 

One to still In honpltal with * ou 

serious head Injuries. This Is P°U c,#t 00 
what happens when naive 
people who ere Ill-equipped for We | 
the cut and thrust of politics P M,| lon of 
■t the rougher end of the MPPort to 
market eater the arena. 





Alliance entering the arena 
as the moderate wings of the 
■ml-fascist movement that 
AFA a* a single Issue organi¬ 
sation wilt gain support beca¬ 
use their politics do not work. 

BBC: You also have firm 
policies on Ireland. 

■A: We provide...** have • 
position of offering unequivocal 
support to the IRA. 


Against the 
(Above) Common Emmy 

melted human fat. What did 
those people... 

INTBBVIBW INTERRUPTED 

At this point the plug was 
pulled. A minute or two later 
the Interviewer returned. 

BBC: Joe. are you still there, I 
thought we'd lont you for a 
moment! Do you have many 
members in Ireland? 

■A: Recently, a branch hat 
emerged In Dublin. 

BBC: Moat socialists would not 
support your views. 

I A: Well, a broad spectrum of 
the left supported the ANC In 
South Africa who were 
engaged In armed struggle - 
unlike them we believe that 
our politics should reflect • 
consistency closer to home 
where we can have some 
Influence. Red Action operates 
■t the sharpest point where 




the clean to divided, whdethe 
rest of the left, are drawn 
toward* the false unity of the 
lowest common denominator. 

INTERVIEW INTERRUPTED 
BBC: We will have to deal 
with this more 

comprehensively.„we haven't 
got time now. 

IA: I was told that the 
Interview was from 12.15 to 
1.4S. 

BBC: Yes I know, but 1 was 
late. I'll ring you this 
afternoon and we'll arrange It. 

INTBBVIBW TBININATED 
The laterview woe aever 


subsequent contact. Although 
government censorship lawn are 
meant to apply only to 
proscribed organisation*. It 
appears that the ban has been 
as leaded to laclade Red 
Actloel 



BBC: What other kind of work 
do you do to counter the 
fascists? 

IA: Within the last year the 
organisation of which wa are 
part, Anti-Fascist Action, has 
distributed some 80,000 
leaflets In Tower Hamlets. In 
the local election* last year In 
one particular ward, the BNP 
got 25\ of the white vote. 
They are also standing two 
candidates there la the general 
election. On Remembrance Day 
1091, we organised a 4,000 
march through Bethnal Green 
In aolldarlty with victims of 
racists attacks. There were 
only five arrests and the BNP 
decided to play truant oa the 
day. 

BBC: Do local Aslans support 


RA: The Asians sra often 
presented as passive and 
victim- like but they have 
been forced to defend 
themselves against the race 
attackers by operating on a 
similar basis to ourselves. 

BBC: Has Red Action grown 
since the for nation of th* 
ANL? 

RA: Well, Red Action Is 
growing steadily If not 
spectacularly. For a period in 
the late eighties to resolve 
some internal contradictions, 
we were forced to look 
Inward, but now we're about 
ready to turn outward again. 
However, we do expect that 
(with the ANL and Anti-Racist 


■A: Wa believe that the 
British are an occupying army, 
and Its la the Interests of the 
working class over there and 
over here that the troops 
should get out. We also 
understand that because this 
would fragment the state that 
tha British will resist It to the 
last. 

BBC: Is It not lnconaistent to 
support anti-fascism In Britain 
and also to suppport a group 
which would seek to hold the 
country to ransom, that killed 
eight workers, Protestant 
working men in Teebane last 
week? 

■A: If you are saying that tha 
IRA are fascist, we do not 
share this vlaw. In fact over 
hern, Republicaas. and those 
who share progressive ideas 
Identify with the ttoops out ol 
Ireland. It to the fascists who 
support the Unionist cause and 
In Scotland Individuals are 
known to share dual 

membership betwceea the BNP 
and the UVP. It Is a war... 

BBC: But the British 

government have declared time 
and time again that it to not a 
war, they have refused to 
declare war on the IRA. war to 
different... 

■A: Yes, but when thay do 
declare war, Ilka In Iraq, they 
put a rocket through an air 
vent of a civilian shelter 
incinerating hundreds of 
civilians inside which left the 
floor of the shelter awash with 


JOIN 

RED ACTION 



Rvd Action Is aa organisation founded by working da** 
people lo work for Ihe furthering of (he cause of 
Socialism. Membership is open to all who accept our 
political prlacple* and pat a weekly subscription Every 
member ha* aa equal sole oa all Red Action polict and 
descisionv 

If yun tuppori our aim* hut do not with lo become a 
member, sou ran become a supporting member, this dors 
not entitle you lo sole, hut you will rereise. 

1. A free subscription lo the newspaper 

2. A regular ialeraal newsletter ihai will keep you 
informed of what is going oa la Ihe organisation. 

J. Notification of any Red Adloa activities la soar area. 
The cost for this Is (2D for one year. 

Subscriptions to the paper are still asailabte separately 
The cos! It C3 pounds for ten Issues. Please remember lhal 
producing a paper is a sery uneconomic business and we 
are always sery grateful for any donations, sad rspecialls 
gratcfal lo anyone who can lake extra copies lo seM. 

All cheques and postal orders tboald he made pasabie 
lo Red Action'. 

BM BOX 37, LONDON 
WCIN 3XX 

















